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Prov.29.2.#pen the righteous art in autbority the people rejoyce, but when the 
wicked are advanced, tbe people mourn. ; 

Hebr,13:17-. Obey themtbat have tbe rule over you, and ſubmit year (elves 
that they may doe it with joy,and not with griefe, 
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IHlud belli genus quod pro falute publics & religionis- incolumitate ſuſcipitur, ira 
Chriſto acceptum eſſe, ut etiam preſenti ipſius numine Adminiſtrexur, 

Chriſtireligio exercicationem milicarem non impedit : ſed tam mirandum in mo- 
dum confirmat: Cum omnem formidinem ficmiſſima ſpe immoralitatis cripiat, & ad 
veram gloriam incredibiliter inflammat. | 

Soli quiad Chriſtumadſpirant & verum finem reſpiciunt,fortes & magnanimi ſunt 
exiſtimandi, Oſorius de Nobllitate Chriſtiana, lib.ter, 
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E ve's iz,maz's ſnarezman's hely's the womau's ſeed, © 
N o man loſt by her, Chriſt did help at need. as | 
G ood out of evil came, ſrape oat of ſnare, 

L ove hath found out the way to man moſt raye, 

A Ill men may now fee, how that the wiſe God 

NN ewmayes doth take, to comfort with a rod. 

D 1d mans firſt healing hy Chriſts bruiſes come 2 

S opeace by war becommeth Englands Door e, 


C ome people, ſee phat wonders God hath wrought, 
O ut of death life, he well to light hath brought: 

24 ind well his workes, who curſe to bliſſe aid turn, 
M an. of all creatares,hath no cauſe to mourg, 

O wa God with us, yee Nations ore the world, 
N o God like ours 1n mercy ſo extol' d. 

' W ell may the Kingdoms fear, andſtand in ave, 

E aters g1Le meat, ſromſivong ne ſweetneſs draw, 
A Il laud to God, who hath our tunes thus turr'd; 
L ord! who cantell, how long thy people mourn d2 
T ill thou didft change therr ſighs into a ſong 
H teh in thy praiſe this CT among. 
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To his Excellency the Lord Generall 
CROM WELL. 


9 Our juſt dealing with your Adverſarics, is mat- 
< ter of reall Honour to your Perſon, your ene- 
) mies themſelves being Judges; your inſtru- 
Qing the ignorant, your rebuking the ob- 
ſtinate ; your remicting the Penitent, your 
h proteQting the Innocent, yu keeping Cove- 
nant, and conditions of Articles with all men, have mani- 
feſted your proceedings both of Warre and Peace, to be truly 
Honourable to them, but eſpecially to us, who have heard 
how 7adeb-like you bave ruled with Gd, and bave been faithful 
with the Saints, Hoſe 11, laſt. Your filence before the Lord 
( when a cloud was upon the Campe ) had great confidence, 
when the Lord went before you like a Pillar of Fire by night, 
ſhining upon your wayes, and telling you, that yon ſhould be 
to your enemies, as Threſhing inſtruments with teeth, Iſa. 41. 15, 
and this your confidence in God, what boldnefſe wrought ic 
before the Battle ? and what humbleneſſe of minde after the 
Viftory ! refuſing honour of men, when God had pur glory 
upon you, in ſight ofall the world. Ic hath been ſaid, Before 
boxour goeth humility, Prov. 15. 22. That may be an humble- 
neſle, as of neceſlity ; but that humblenefſe which followeth 
honour, is ever matter of laſting praiſe ; for, Honoar upholdetb 
the bumble inſpirit, Prov. 29, 23. and vi&ory over a mans ſelfe 
is the greateſt conqueſt : 
& Fortior eſt qui ſe, quam qui fortiſſima vincit Menide 
Yea,this your confidence uttered did put life into your Coun- 
{els,courage into your Reſolucions,& made your Forces more 
oe aa _ forcible 
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The Epiſile 

forcible and ative, ſo, as they did the work of the Lord effe- 

Five, both againlt the Presbyterian intereſt, at Dunbar, and 
the Royall intereſt at Worceſter, For there. fell dewne many ſlaine, | 
becauſe the war was of God, 1 Chro. 5. 22. Ged is the judge bim-+ 
ſelfe, to whom both parties at Dunbar made their appeales, 

God hath pleaded the cauſe of his people, and finge theſe 
appealcs hath given ſentence for you now twice, By this 7 know 
thou favoureſt me, becauſe mine enemies doe not triumph over me,Pla. 

41.11. The iſſue muſtno longer paſſe under the vaine titles 

of meer events and chances of war : The Kingdom is the Lords, 
and be is tbe governour among the people, all the ends of the earth ſhall 
come and declare righteouſneſſe unto a people that ſhall be borne, that be 
hath done thiss All men / heare and feare, and declare the worke 
of God, for they ſball Wiſely confider that it zs bis domg. The rigbteons- 
ſhall be gladin the Lord, and (ball truft in him, and all the upright in 
beart ſhall glory, Plal.64.9,10: 

It hath been the wonder of all lands, to hear of England, 
how the meek of the earth here,have formerly borne all man- 
ner of yoaks and oppreſſions under Royal and Epiſcopal Rus 
lers, and how they have lately riſen like Gyants and men of 
might, for recovering their liberties,to defend theirjuſt rights 
and to bring wrong doers to condigne puniſhment. As if the 
judgement(againft Moab) written, had been ſealed upon their 
hearts, Curſed x hc that doth” the worke of the Lord negligently, and 
curſed is be that with=boldeth bis ſword from blood, Jer.q8.10.Neither 
regarding Nature,nor Nations, that they might execute Gods 
judgements againſt an Tdolatrous peeple. And *cis obſervable, 
God had ſaid diſtreſſe not Moab,Deut.2.9.til Moab had thus fin- 
ned.But after Moab had committed Idolatry(a fin againſt the 
Nation of 1/rae!, ) he ſhall beare his curſe, that ſpares Moab: 
any former command of God to the contrary notwithſtand- 
ing. Sinfull mens changes juſtifie God and good men, in 
theſe great changes of times. 

Now England is delivered from her enemies,and the people 
dwell ſafely through the mercy of God under your hand, I 
kaumbly deſire this,that after all publicke expeditions againft 
open enemies,you may (now)keep your ſelves from foes of your 
own bonſtold, from friends of your awne Councell ; for Chrift bimſelfe 

was 


Deazcatory. 

was betrayed with a kiſſe, wounded in 1he bouſe of bis friend; Gal- 
lant Fudss was treacherouſly (laine by Demetrius: And good 
Fonathan captivated by Triphon pretending kindneſſe to him, Aaccat, 
9.18. and chap.12,13. * Cura teipfum,cautus efto,ne fidas, Setthe 
Lord God alwayes before you, waite for his counſell ; Tet 
impartiall juftice be your greateſt deſigne, and go 67.51 this thy 
might, be not perverted by envy or flattery of men, So run that 
You may obtaine, in due time you ſhall reape, if you faint not. You 
(now) cbuſe aflidtion With the people of God, and hereafter you 
ſhall with them partake in the recompence of reward, when the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall reſt from their labours, and their works follow them, 

For my ſelfe, that which. made me write, was, that others 


might not be burdened, and I caſed, for © Nulkon genas cra- 


«* delitatis majus quam in communi periclo eſſe negligens. That which 
cauſed theſe my humble addreſſes to your honour, was, to 
anſwer the querulouſnefle of ſome perſons,who have bid defi- 
ance to the Armies of the living God, fixing their challenge up- 
on my ſelfe, with whom after conference had, I appeared 
thus publickly,as a Souldier in the field, that waiteth his ene- 
mies motion, Yet being little as David, to encounter with the 
great Goliah's of the adverſe part, I herein crave yourLordſhips 
wonted patronage,and hence forth Ihal hold on criumphin 
In Gods praiſes, who hath ſafeguarded your perſon fhcoeedeF 
your Armies, and recovered our Liberties, and in my con= 
fant prayers ſhall ever remaine, 


Your Excellencies moſt obliged, though moſt unworthy 
Servant inthe patience of the Saints, and inthe hope off 
b the. Goepell. 
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To the Reader. 


Frieadly Reader - | - 
| by this Treatiſe T bave refuſed digreſſions, ſave only to follow the ob= 
jefors wandrings : 1 bave neglefted inveAives,(name and thing ) to 
prevent thy prejudice 3 T bave alſo laid aſide wiſdome of words, not 
affefiing vainely to glory in men, Simplex nudaq; veritas, and per- 
fit men Will looke to the matter. Likewiſe I have avgyded formes of 
words, and of things madeready to the hand, not willing to 
boaſt of another man's line. T bave not made it my baſineſſe to ir,- 
rermeddle in tranſaions paſt, viz. about the late King's execution, the 
Houſe of Lords removing, the purging of the Houſe of Commons ; for 
thy ſatis fa&ion in theſe, Treferre thee to the Parliaments Declara- 
tion, for no more Addreſſe to be made ts the King, to the Lord Pre- 
fidents ſpeech, «fore the Kings Sentence, to Mr. Cookes appeale 
pon bis Triall, to Eleatherus Philodemus- bis Vindication of 
the Parliament, and the Souldiery 3 to Mr. Potters Vindication 
of the Army ; tothe Army's Declaration on their laſt Afarch 
into Scotland, and to my Lord General! Cromwells Letters to the 
Miniſters, and tothe Governour of Edenburgh Caf#le. 

My Engagement berein is mainely for the Common-wealth of Eng- 
land, and the preſent Government thereof, as it now ſtands, willing to 
give thee ſome grounds, of the peoples Freedome, in ſtating of it, and 
of the Juſtice of the Parliament, and the Army, in afting by the preſent 
Authority, ' for the information of all ſuch perſons, as doe mt wilfully cloſe 
their eyes againſt right Reaſong Truth, and Equity, yea, againſt the 
Scripture alſo, the rule of rights And how is it ? that of your. 
owne ſelves yee judge not, what is right, Luk. 12.57, Have net 


the faults of Kings made the people blameleſſe, when they depoſed and put 


ſome Kings to death ? ſee E, Philodemus goving thee inſtances for 
this in ſeven Nations. Be not partiall in your ſelves, bat by their exam- 
ple learne yee to ſhun Idolatry, Blaſpbemy , Pride, Extortion, Rapine, 
wilfull Murder, and all stber fins, for which things ſake God bath 
threatzed With death evill Rulers, as be bath done other men, _ ng 

q chaſten 
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chaſten with the rods of men, even Kings, if they commit ini- 
quity, 3 Sam.' 7. I4, 15. Be rhuu thonkeful for the preſent Govern= 
ment, and thy mercies thou baſt under the ſame ; at leaſt be not grie= 
ved, that there is a man ( yea, many men) come, that ſeeke the 
welfare of Englands Common-wealth. 
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The Liberties of the People. 


The Riſe of Mans Freedame. Set. Ie 


g A N is confiderable in a threefold Capacity ; 
© of Nature, of Nation, and of Religion 3 
2 And he hatha threefold Liberty, according 
\V/2 1Z to his divers Capacity. In Nature a Liberty to 
(YZ preſerve himſelte, as by the law of Nature : 
WE ® Inthe Nation, a Liberty to preſerve himſelfe 
and the people, as by the Law of his Nation : In Religion, 
a Liberty to preſerve himſelfe and the People of his profeſſion, 
as by the Law of God, of Chriſt, and of the Goſpel]. E- 
very Engliſh-man born hath che freedome of his Nature, and 
of his Nation ; but the Religious Engliſh-man,hath a right 
to be every way free, by all Lawes whatſoever. 


The Lawes of Mans Freedome. Stk. 2. 


The Law of Nature is, That man ſhould love himſelf; for, 
- = ever yet bated himſelfe, but nouriſheth and cheriſheth himſelfe, 
+» $429. 

"The Law of Nations is, That a man keep himſelfe againft 
the diſorder of Creatureg,not containing themſelves within 
the bounds of Nature, As yee would that men ſbould doe wnto yor, 
do yee alſo ts them likewiſe, Luk.6.31.All our National Laws are 
grounded on this,and relate to this. 

The Law of God is, To bovethe Lord thy God with all thy 
beart, ſoule, ſtrength and minde $ ud thy Neighbour as thy ffes 
U&e 
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The Liberties of the People, | 


Luke 10.27. Where the love of Gad, muſt be wich the deniall 
of a mans ſelfe, ana of his neighbqur alfo. The love of God 


- knowes no relations, where men lave not Gad; that Godin 


Auguſt 
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all chings may be glorified throngh Je<f{ug Chriſt, Religion, 
rebukes all manner of tran fgreffiong, in al! forts of men. 4 
© mans neighbour,is as bimſelf ; and be loves his neighbour as himſelfe. 
* Diligit in preximo,quod tn ſe ipJa diligit,&-diligit proximum eandem ob 
© caxſam, propter quam diligit feipſum.He(properly)loves his neigh- 
bour as himſelf, who in his neighbour loveth God and Chriſt, 
whom he loveth in himſclfe, and who: loveth his neigh- 
bour for Chrifts ſ:ke, for whoſe eauſe he loveth himſelfe: 


_ God and Chriſt, in himſelfe,and in his neighbour, is the rule 


of his love to both. Where the image of Chriſt ſhines more 
in his neighbour, he loveth him more then himſelfe ; but 
Chriſt he loveth moſt. And ſeeing the image of Chriſt defgced 
in his neighbour, or by him, he loveth him leſle,for the greg- 
ter love that he bears toGod. Like Levi's ſon, who ſaid to his 
Father and to his Mother, IT have not ſeen bim 3 neither «(gd be ac= 
knowledge his brethren, nor know his own children, for they bave 8b 
ferved thy word and kept thy Covenant, Deut.33.8;9. For that re- 
fpe& they bare to God and Chriſt, above themſelves; They 
mortified all inordinate Afe@ions, they had to their own kindred 
hating their own life, to fo low Chriſt Luk.1 4.26, And thus David 
did , who loved perfe&ly, bated Gods enemies with perſeft bags 
tred,Pal.139.22. and puniſhed thoſe who hated God, whom 
they ought to haveloved. A Slanderer,an bigh-l;oker, a proud 
bearted man T will not ſuffer : be that work2th deceit , ſhall not dwell 
in my bouſe ; be that tefeth lyes, ſhall not tarry in my fight: Pfal, Ior. 


5,0,7+ 


| _ The Properties of Freedome, 

' The ficſt ſorf of theſe Freedomes is Natural; and in perfe& 
Nature, it was perfe& Freedome. Then man Joved God, for 
that man ſaw in the perfe& nature of God, and had man per- 
pon in that perfe& ſtate, man had been perfeRly freeto 
this day. 

| The ſecond ſort of Freedome, is Con-naturall, For though 
men be free- borne, yet are they borne under the — of 
their 


The Eiberties of the People, | 3 
their Nation; and the lawes of one Nation do not amibilate, Defin 
bat only determine ournaturall freedome. hs 

The third ſort of Freedome is ad-nataral/; becauſe Religi- 
on addeth ſome thing to Nature, toregulate, and to order 
mans Freedome, The Law of God gives direQtions to per- 
fe the freedome of Nature , and of the Nation ; and ſome- 
times gives reproofes to corre& the imperfe@neſle of them 
both, As men failed touching the law of Nature, ſo they 
fell under the Law of Nations; and as men failed of the law 
of their Nation , fo they fell under the law of God, and as 
their fin was greater, ſo they fell under the forerrebuke and 
puniſhment z and greater offenders, the ratherſtood in need 
of the blood of Chrift, ad redemptionem , to make a Purgation: 
Of the ſpirit of Chriſt, ad reſipiſcentiam, to make them know 
their fin and to repent of itz. Of the Rod, In corre@ionem, for 
4 reproofe among men for their ſcandalous offences againſt 
themſelves, againſt the people,and againſt God : And- when 
the ſword of the ſpirit did not cut men off from their tranſ- 
grefſions,but rhey beake all bands ; then Nature took the help 
of Lawes, and 22en appealed for juſtice to them that bare the 
iword, to defend their naturall Liberties ;' and ( for recove- 
ring their Nationall Freedome ) did with the ſword of the 
Magiſtrate puniſh offenders againſt God and the People; and 
the rather, when tranſgreſſors continued impenicent, impla- 
cable and irreconcileable, . 


The conſequences of Freedome. Se, 45 

The Lawes of Nature, Nation, and of God, are fubordi- 
nate one to another : God is above the people, and the peo- 
ple above a mans ſelfe. Perſonall and private intereſt, muſt 
give place to the Pablike Intereſt of. the People, and of the 
Commonwealth : And in the Cauſe of God, Who is above all: 
thy intereft, and the Peoples intereſt alſo, muſt give way to 
the glory of God : Wherefore in the puniſhment of evill do- 
ers, private-pigty muſt give way to publike-ſafery of the 
people fearing God. Pereat wnas poties, quam witar. It is ex» 
pedient for us, that one man ſbould die for the People, that the whole 
Nation periſh nat, John 11. = What ( here ) Cajapbas ſaid 
| 3  * in 


Sea, &o 


The Liberties of the People. 
in his policy, Chriſtian Magiſtrates muſt doe in piety. For 
thus God himſelf cook part with Nature,puviſhing Caine for 
ſhedding' Abels blood, Gen.4. Burning Sodom and Gomorrah, 
for injury don to righteons Lot by that wicked people,Gez.195; 
Bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly, and ſaving Noah 


\A Preacher of rigb!teouſneſſe, 2 Pet.2.5. 


Helps of Freedome. | 

Firſt, God himſelfe hath preſcribed to all people Lawes to 
keep np Nature in Freedome , and to rebuke the unnaturall, 
Gene 9.6, wha ſo ſheds mans blood, by man ſball bes bleod be ſhed; nor 
by force and violence, but by courſe of Law.. It is a Law of 
God, that reſpe&s not the perſons of man : his blood muſt be 
ſhed, for the blood ſhed by him, who ever he be, Numb.35: 
30, No ſatis fattion may bee taken for bim, Aﬀcer this, Nature be- 
gan to helpe it ſelfe among the people; as incaſe of Adultery, 
It is ſaid, It is at iniquity to be puniſbed by the Judges, Fob 31.9.11, 
Then men made Covenants with one another, and bound 


them each to other with Oaths and Proteftations.. As be. 


tween Laban and Facsb,Gen.31.48. and between Abrabam and 
the families of Eſcol, Aner and Aſamre,Gen.14.13,and this, in 
order to preſerve the peace of their families, and to recover 
their rights from that people, that ſhould infringe them. Here- 
upon when Let was taken captive by Chederlaomer, Abraham and 
his confederates made warre upon, . and recovered Zo out of 
their hands verſ.x 2,14,16. Allo,Zoxathan made a Covenant with 
David, becauſe be loved bim as bas owne ſoule, 1 Sam. 18. 3. and 
ſecured him again Sau! his father, chap. 20.4. entred a Cove- 
Nant of the Lord, that whatſoever Davids ſeule deſired be would 
doe it for bim.. verf< 12,13,16,17.David ſware-bim v, 23. Tbe Lord 
& between me and thee for ever, 41. Afterwards it became a mat- 
rerof Religion in-all ſorts of Men and Nations, to keep their 
Coyenants, Leagues,and Oathes between them made, and in 
caſe of breach, they did right themſelves by puniſhing the of-- 
fenders;even as 1(rael did juſtice on his brother Benjamin,and the 
men of Gibeab, for the rapine and murder committed upon the 
Levites. wife, againft that brother-hood that was between 


them,7udges 20, or elſe if they, could not right themſelves, 


and 


The Liberties of the People, S. 
and recover their liberties : they did appeale to God to dos 
them juſtice, as Jer.15.15. Ob Lord ebou knoweſt, remember me, 
viſit me, ana revenge me of my perſecutors : And David to Sawl , 
The Lord judge between me and thee, and the Lord avenge me of thee 
1 Sam.24.12. Thus Jepbtab, when he and the children of 7ſra- 
el ſtood for their Rights againſt the King of Ammon, Fepbtab 
ſaid, What baſt thou to doe with me ? I have mot ſinned againſt thee, 
but thou doeſt me wrong to war againſt me, the Lord the Judge , be 
judge this day between the children of Iſrael, and the children of Ame 
mon, Judg.11.12.13--27, : 

Alſo the Lawes of Nations, were ſtill helped by the grace of 
God; Inthings not declared, God gave Lawes a new ; for 
toning the blaſpbemer, Levit.24.14,15,16--23. and the Preſump- 
140us Breaker of the Sabbotb,Numb.15.32,34,35,36. which both 
were kept in ward, untill a Law was given for them to ſuf- 


fer by. 


The Principles of Freedome: SeCt. 6. 
God the great judge of heaven and earth hath into Nature 
put ſach principles of Re:ſconand common Equity ; as might 
conform Men and Nations in their dealings each with other, 
and puniſh ſuch men as doe becomeunruly, and that: after a: 
religious ſort ; for, although Religion be ( in many things ) 
above Reaſon, yet being not contrary to Reaſon; Religious 
men may be wiſe enough to judge between their brethren, -1 Cor.. 
6.5. 
Withall, God hath threatned Truce-Breakers; and ſaid, he: 
will fire Tyr for captivating Edom his naturall brother 5 for 
that be remembred not the brotherly covenant, Amos 1.9. Yea, and- 
puniſhed ſuch men as brake their Covenants and Leagues; 
ſometimes by wicked perſons, the Philiſtims wounded Saul, 
and Sayl killed himſelfe, 1 Sam.31.4; Aﬀter hee had broken 
His Oath made, Not to harme David. Sometimes by godly men, 
| Jacob ſhallbe a fire, and Joſeph a flame, and Eſau ftnbble, and 
they ſhall kindle, and dewoure ; there ſhall not be any of the houſe of E- 
ſan remaining , becauſe bee locked on the day of bis brother , 
and ſtood up againft bim inthe croſſe way, Obadiah 12--38. And. 
{ometimes God hath (by dinfb ) puniſhed this —_ 
3 Tufts 
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\_ Tridt-breaking, when the ſufferers had no power in nature,or 
nation to right themſelves. Pharaob promiſed Moſes faire at 
theirdeparture; Goe,. and bleſſe me alſo, Exod. I2.31,32., But 
it Egypt purſue Tjrael, not regarding his promiſe, their Ar- 
mics ſhajl be overthrowne in the ſea, notwithſtanding their 
great power, Ex9d.14.9--28. there was not one of them lefe, 
A Caveat for the Scots, who brake Covenant with Englaxd, 
'vide part .2.Poſition 5. 


$9, The Canſes of Freedome. 
Amer Liberty is next to life. Libertas ( in naturali eftsmatione ) 
I; I < Prexime accedit ad vitam ipſem, and men have this liberty, by 
"5 P 2 divers right,viz.of Birth,of Purchaſe,and of Gift;and again 
men ofcen make forfeiture of their liberties, viz. by gift, by 
ſale,by force,by tyranny,by ſtealth, and by idlenefle. 
1 Thereis a Liberty by Bicth, which was Pauls freedome, 
1 was free borne, A&.223,28. Where a man is born to live, there 
he hath rightto eate and todrink, that he may live : and he 
hath a righc to worke, that he may eate and drinke ; yea, 
and a liberty to buy and co ſel for his living,where he is born, 
2 Some have their Liberry by Parchaſe, this was the Cen- 
turions cafe, with a great ſum of money obtained I this Freedome, 
Ats 22.28, And having purchaſed their Libercy, they are in 
all things inabled co doe for their livings, as men free- born, 
-may doe, 
y Some have their Liberty by Gifc, as when Abrabam had 
reſcued Lot, and the Sodomites that were carryed captive; the 
_s of Sodom ſaid, Give me the perſons, and take thou the goods, 
EN.I4+2T., | 
N - looke, as men (thus ) obtain the freedome of theic 
perſons, ſo their goods are their own proper right ; to wit, 
the goods they poſſeſle by inheritance, by purchaſe, by 
gife, Or by their labour procured ; no man may take them 
away to his owne uſe, wichout conſent of the owner there- 
of. For God hath ſaid, Toou ſb4lt nat ſteale, Exod. 20.15. 
The Prince (ball nat take of the praples inheritance by oppreſſion, to 
thru# them out of their poſſeſſim, b: ſhall give bis ſonnes inhe- 
ritance out of his awne poſſeſſion, that my people bee mot Pm i? 
| Zcks. 
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Ezek,q8.18, Liberty doth not intrench upon Liberty ; Roy+ 
alty, may not deſtroy the peoples Liberty ; the Princes Pre- 
rogative, cannot aboliſh the peoples Propriety: Naboths 
Vineyard was bis owne inberitance,and he'might chaſe whether he 
would part with ic or no, wherefore King Ahab defired nat to 
take jt by force from him, but offered to buy his conſent,and 
to give Naboth a better vineyard in exchange for his. And m- 
decd, none but a _ would wreſt out of a mans hands, 
that poſſeiſior, which God and Nature had made properly 
his owne : whether it be a poſſeſſion of his wife, his children, 
or his eſtate, which is of lefle value, vide I King. 21.1--5. Con- 
tra jus Divinum & Naturale nihil licet magiftratui, P,Martyr. The 
Magiſtrate may doe nothing to diſpoſſefſe a man of any thing 
which is the mans right from God or Nature. 

< Ditinio dominorum & proprietas poſſeſſionum eſt juris divini, 
© juxta mandatym, non furtun facies, ſicut, non licet li regs poſtulare 
© atterins conjugeme Bucan-loc. de Magiſt.q.75,76,77.The diftintion 
of rights,and the Propriety of poſſeſſion is of divineright, Ac- 
cording to that commandement Thou ſbalt not fteale. And it 
is no more lawful fora King or any other Magiſtrate, at his 
pleaſure,or, 'and for his own uſe to take away a mans goods 
( whereof hee ſtands lawfully poſſefſed) no more then ic 
is lawfull fora King to require another mans wife. 

- 4 There jsalſoa _— by Gods Grace, Which puts the - 
right of all things underthe dominjonof beleeving perſovs. 
Allthings are yours,and you are Chriſt, 1 Cor. 3.22,23; they have Urſin: 
jus gd rem, non jus in re; they are, as having nothing, yet poſſe[= 
ing - things, 2 Cor. 6.10. they are full and abound, who injoy 

FIT, 


But however belecevers in Chriſt, have right to a!!, yet this 
right gives them no liberty to fteale, or totake to themſelves 
that which is another mans, nor to poſſeſſe themſelves of any 
thing, more then becomes theirs by birch, gifc, purchaſe, 1a- 
bour, orby conqueſt, Deyt.20.14. And jn well-dojing, the 
Lawes of God, Nature, and of Mzn are their proteRion in 
theic jaſt poſſeſſions, brethren, you are called to liberty, uſe it not 
as an occaſion to the fleſh, but by love ſerve one another, Gal. 
$+I7, = 
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{3 Againe, M:ns Liberties ate loſt many waies;z 1,Some give 

of away their right in a Chriſtian community. as they did their 

| goods, As 4.34- 23. Somelell away their Birth-right, as Eſau 
did prophaneh,Heb.12.17. 3. Some idle away their time and 
eſtate too, Houſes and lands are the inberitance of fatbers, but an idle 
leule ſhall ſuffer bunger,Pcoverbs 19.14,15, 4. Some looſe their 
liberties being conquered in war,Deut.20,10,11,14. 5. Some 
by tyranay of Princes in peace,as when Sayl took to his own 
proper .uſe (nat for the peoples advantage ), Their daughters , 
their goodlizſt young-men, their fields, their vineyards, their ſeeds, 

' their Servants, their ſheep, after his pleaſure, 1 Sam. 8.11, 
13,14,15,16,17. Which ſheweth what Tyrants will doe, not 

+ what good Rulers ought todoe: How many other wales, a 
man may be put out of poſſeſſion of his goods, as by ſtealth, 
robbery,@&c, I now forbeare, Onely let me admoniſh, that 
having liberty of our perſons,and eſtates, and religion(which 
is the greateſt ) uſe it n0t af a cloak of maliciouſneſſe, but as the Ser- 
vants of God, 1 Pet,2.16. For who i he that will barme you, if yee 
be followers of that which is geod? 1 Pet.3.17. 


Sctt, 8, O-tinate Offenders forfeit their Liberty. | 

Obſtinate offenders make themſelves Bond-men ; Sach as 
will not be reclaimed, doe forfeit their Liberty, Some men 
there be, like the unjuſt Judge; they neither feare God, nor care 
for men : Theſe neither chuſe Rulers, nor obey them, being 
unruly and diſorderly z the law is to try them , and Rulers that 
rule by Law are aterror to evill-doers ; as they are Miniſters of 
God, for the praiſe of them that doe well, Rom. 13. 3,4,6. Rus 
lers areby the law of the Land to judge rotten members, 
in order to the peace of ſound members, who did chuſe 
or approve them ; For they are Gods Miniſters , attending 
continually on thts very thing, and for this cauſe pay yee Tribute, to 
doe them Honour, and the Magiſtrate accepting their place 
and power, doe thereby ingage to doe the people juſtice : 
Provided alwayes,that yee continue to do well. Such perſons 
then, as will not honour the Magiſtrate, by keeping order, 
and obſerving Law, muſt bear the puniſhment of their diſor« 
der againſt the Law, the Magiſtrate beafeth not the ſword in 
vaine, | : Although 
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Alchough unjuſt men know no ſbame, Zeph. 3. 5.yet juſt gover- 
nours ( cannot but ) countenance them that dee well; even 
for very reſpe& of Nacure, and to ſafe-guard mankinde a- 


gainſt perſons unnaturall, for the judgement # the Lords, and 
they judge for the Lord, with whom is no reſpe& of perſons, 2 Chron. 
19. 8. The Emperour Trajan is ſaid to give a Sword to the 
Prefident of the Pretorium with theſe mandates; Hoc enſe 


E422) is pro me juſte faciente, contra me utaris, fi injuſta fecero. i. e, 


in defenſione proprii Corporis, & Natimas; If the Emperour him- 
ſelfe ſhould doe unjuſt things, he allowed the Judge to doe 
Juſtice, if it were againſt himſelfe, when he ſhould doe evil, 


No Liberty to the Lawleſſe. 


Freedome is to them that doe well, the Law is a defence 5,&, g. 


to them that keep the Law, and it is given to puniſh them 
that breake the Law; the Law is for the Lawleſſe, neither Na- 
ture, Nation, nor Religion, allowes man any Freedome to 
doe evill, Praiſe is to them that doe well, not to the evil doecr. 
Chriſtians in Rome living as a conquered people, under per- 
ſons in power, who were unchriſtian, were dire&ed by Paul to 
pay their tribute to them, Rom. 13.5. and well, it ſo doing they 
might live in peace. It is the goodneſle of any Governmenc 
to prote& the good, and ſuch #s are quiet in the land, but evil- 
doers ſhall be rooted outs Prov. 2, 22. Yee that will ( yet ) know 
no Law, nor be in ſubje&tion, where is there a Land, or Na- 
tion which hath Lawes, and yet evill men may live as they 
Juft, without rebuke ? Pay your tribute (here) then, as did 
the conquered Chriſtians in Rome, and the captive 1/raelites 
in Babylon of old, who were bid to ſubmic to the yoke of their 
Government, and to pray for the peace of that City, for ir: the peace 
thereof yee ſhall have peace, Jerem. 29.7, There is no way to Li- 
berty in England but in well doing; Doe that & good, and thou 
ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame, Rom. 13. 3- never tive to recover 


to your ſelves a Freedome to doe evill here, If thex deeſt evill ' 


be afraid, Rom. 13. 4. but be true, and faithfull co the Com- 
mon-wealth of Englazd, and the Government thereof, and the 
Powers ( here ) ſhall be miniſters of God to thee for good; in 
common humanity we are r ve all men, in Nationall com- 
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munity; 
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i} munity, to love the Brotber-hood, and in Religion we are to 
[Ft feare Gud, which three Lawes laid the foundation to that 
"id which followes, Honour the Kiug, for Kings themſelves were 

2N to nfe their power for the good of all men of the Brother- 
hood, and of them that feared God, puniſhing evill doers, 
q and praiſing them that did well ; and good people were not to 
malice their Kings, under pretence of a liberty to doe well 

| without them; provided their Governours rule wel, reprc- 
ving Malefatours for the ſake of wel-affeRed perfons ; men 
F may doe well without Rulers over them, yet well-doers need 
"KK Rulers over them, both to incourage men in well doing, and 
to ſafe-guard them that doe well, againſt evill doers, who 
have evill will ai the grad cf Sion, wherefore, uſe yee your liberty, 
as the ſervants of God, x Pet. 2,16, 17, 


$i <..10 Where no Law is, the intent of the Law is to be followed. 
| " TheLaw of Nations is Lex non ſcripta, as Mr. Coulſe out of 
Holinfhed, citing the Lord Hungerfor{ executed for Buggery, 
when yet there was no poſitive Law to punilh it; where the 
written Law comes thore, what wanteth, muſt be ſupplyed 
out of the Law of God,and Nature, out of the Laws of right- 
reaſcn, and common equity, for a terrour of them that doe evil}, 
and #n defence of them that doe well; New (ins require new lawes, 
28 for the Ranters, Lawes have been lately made by this State. 
Igrant, we are much bound t© our Anceſtors for Magna 
Charta, and other Lawes of common right and Juſtice, bat 
[ we need more Jawes fti[l, to be made as occaſion fſerveth: nc- 
'_ ceſlicy made Darzid eate the Shew Bread to preſerve his life, 0- 
BS therwiſe not lawfull for any man to eate, but for the Prieſts alone. 
Here David tranſgreſled the letter of the Law, yet following 
With the-intent of the Law, be was blameleſſe, Matth, 1 2. 3, 4 5+ See 
| from the beginning the grounds hereof ; the Gentiles had not 
| the Law, i.e. the written Law, but they were 4 Law unto them- 
þ I ſelves , for they had 3 iy 73 vie the worke of the Law in 
their hearts 3 their conſciences, or their thoughts accuſing, or excu= 
ſing one axother, as they did wellor ill, Rom. 2. T4, 15. for God 
bad ſhewed them bis power, and God-bead, in things that are made, 


Chap x. 20, ſo that they are without excuſe, who vaniſh away in their 
imaging= 
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imaginations from that they know of God, and from that light of 
God, which ſhewes men, what is ſuitable to the nature of 
Cod, \ 
But ſeeing, that where ns Law 3+, there 3s no tranſurefſion, Rom. 
5. 13- That is, men are flow to impute tranſgrefſion to 
themſelves, where there is no Law; therefore the Law entred; 
that /inne might atound, and that jimme might become exceeding 
finfull, Rom. 5, 13. howbeit, when men were inſtrufted out 
of the Law, and knew the direQive prwer of the Law, they 
came ſhort of the pradtich part of the Law ; Thou that reacheſt 
the Law, threugh breaking the Law diſhoneureſt thou Gad? *Ron:. 2, 
21, 22, 23. And men being hvers of themſelves, reproved not 
themſelves, when they tranſgreſl'd the Law, God therefore 
ftirr'd up other men, and creatures, to averge the quarrel! of 4s 
Cevenant upon the Lawleſſe, Thus ir's ſaid, God made the wicked 
for the day of wrath, Prov. 16. 4. That is, to execute wrath up- 
on them, that doe evill. For inſtance, when men worſhipped tbe 
Creatare, more then the Creator 3 and in the place of God fetup 
a Golden Calfe to worſhip it, Then Afoſes cried out, Wyo is 
on my ſide ? let him come tome, fut every man his ſword on his ſide, 
end ſlay every man his brother, and every man his cemponion, and 
every man his neighbour, and the children of Levi did ſo, and there 
fell of the people that day three thouſand men, Exod. 32. 26, 27, 28. 
All chis was for the peoples ſinne againſt the Law of Nature, 
and of God, and this was done, when yet the ſtate of the 
Tſraelites had not formerly enaRted a Law to puniſh that fa& ; 
thus Lawes of Nations are by occaſion ſupplied out of the 
Law of Nature, and of God, according to the wiſdome of 
that State, under which men live, as it is ſaid ; By men of un- 
derſtanding and knowledge, a Land is preſerved, Prov. 28, 2. 


Divers kindes of Freedome, of Nature, of Grace, 
and of Glory. 


T. In the Creation, it was the Liberty of all Creatures, to.g,q x; 


ferve God, and man, made after the fimilttude of God, for God ſet 
man over the werkes of his owne bands, Gen. 1. 27, 28. Plal. 8. 6. 
This freedome of perfe&t Nature man ſoone loſt by ſinne, and 
there-through becamg ; — to God, till Cbrift came to deli- 
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ver bim 3 in this bondage of man, Omnes affines ſceleris, yea, all 
Creatures partooke, and are made ſubje& ts vanity, not wil- 
lingly , but by reaſon of him, who bath ſubjected the ſame in hope, 
Rom, 8. 20. 

2. Againe, in the refitution of all things, there will be a glg- 
rious Liberty of the Sons of God, when the Creature it ſelfe ſball be 


delivered from the bondage of corruption into that Liberty, and the ex- 


peQtation of the Creature waiteth for the manifeſtation. of the Sons of 
God in that glorious liberty, Rom. 8. 19--23. and if this be not 
the day, there will come a time, when the Sons of God ſhall be 
glorioully made knowne, and then all Creatures ſhall freely 
ſerve them, they ſhall not groane to doeit; and, T hat Nation 
and Kingdome which will not ſerve them, ſhall periſh, ard be utterly 
waſted, Eſa. 60. 12. 

3. Alſo, man hath a Freedome by Grace, and this begins in 
Chriſt; for Chriſt having redeemed us to himſelfe of Bond- 
men, and made us Free-men in Chriſt ; we ( here ) live to re- 
cov:r our ſelves, to become Free-men through Chriſt, free 
indeed ; which Freedome all they obtaine, who by the Spirir 
are jyned to Chriſt by faith, and repentance. See I Cor. 6.17 * 
Fohn $. 36- This freedome of Grace is to repaire the ruines of 
nature, and to perfe& nature into a glorious liberty, 
which ſhall be outwardly manifeſt in the Sonnes of God. 
The Kings daughter is all glorious within, ( even here ) Pſal. 45. 13. 
bur for outward glory ; It does not yet afpeare what we ſhall be, 
T Foh. 3.2. And as for outward liberty in this worke, Our 
Kingdome is not from hence, as Chriſt ſaid of his, Joh, 18. 36. 
we affe& not Lordſbip over one another; that government Chriſt 
forbad his Diſciples, to uſe, Matth. 20. 23. howbeit we looke for 
a liberty to ſerve God, and 10 lead quiet and peaceable lives, in all 
godlineſſe and honeſty, 1 Tim. 2. 1. for this liberty, we pray God, 
and doe provide againſt ſuch perſons, as kill the Propbers, and chaſe 
<* Chriſtian men and women, ixNota my who pleaſe themſelves, and 
$*-ave contrary to all men, 1 Thel. 2. 15.that none may harme us 
for well doing, and that they, that doe well, may have praiſe of 
the ſame ;_ that well-doers may not ſuffer wrongfully, ard 
that by Law; that men may not condemne innocent bloud, Plal. 


£4. 209, This is all the Liberty we contend for now,. till > 
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be delivered into the glorious Liberty hereafter. Indeed, ho-' 
ly men muſt follow peace with a{/men.; but, if we can have peace, 
yet we muſt preferre holinefle to peace, for, without , bolinefſe 
zo man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb; 12. 14. Holinefſe is our Birth- 
right ; Tc is holingfle that gives-us. bepe. towards God, and be- 
ing borne of God, ws may not prephanely ſell our holineſſe With God, . 
for peace. with men, if Abrgham will have in his houſe an 
boly peace, he mult caft, out the Bond-woman and her ſonne both, 
though it ſcemed grievwoms in bis eyes, Gen..21. 11. our ſuffe- 
rings here for Chriſt ſhall.end in the glorious liberty of the Sons 
of God ; wherefore, take forth the preciow from the 211e, O holy 
men, let them returne to thee, but returne not thou to them, Jer.15.19; 
men, that will not bow to the golden Scepter sf Gods mercy, to 
doe well, ſhall be bruiſed with the Tron rsd.of Gods Fuſtice, for. 
their i11 doing, Pal. 2. © : 


\ Divers formes of good Government. 


There were Kings of Nations, Gen. 14, 1. but there. were in $,&, 12; 


Iſrael divers other Rulers, before any King was among them ; 
Moſes a deliverer of Iſrael out of A&gypt, after that, ſeventy Fl- 
ders, to beare part of the Burden with him; and they judged the + 
people 3 then Foſhua, their Captain-Generall, who fought their 
Battels for them ; after him, Elders, who were raiſed up of God, 
but accepted of the people, to rule in Iſrael, to guide their 
Counſels, and to fight their Battels; as Foſhyua had done, un- 
till the times of Saul, and David; and theſe two perſons God 
did chuſe, and the people did approve them their Kings; af 
ter David, the well-affeRed Iiraclites choſe Salomon their 
King; all theſe Governments, Ariſtocraticall, Democraticall, 
and Monarchicall, were allowed of God- for. the peace of 
them that doe well, and the people lived orderly under chem 
all, and ehjoyed much peace ; and. if people lived under 0- 
ther Rulers peaceably ( while they did well) afore Kings. 
were it: Iſrae], why fhould not men in well doing live qui- 
etly in England, now governed without a King? wheretruſty, 


menin Parliament have reſolved the government of this. 


Common-wealth into another forme; a Government of 
States formerly, bleſſed be —_ mixed Government, on 
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ly maintaining the peoples Liberties, and the Rulers ſafety, 
their Rulers doing the people Juſtice, and the peopl2: doing 
their Feulers honour, - 


Power in the People to chuſe their Governours. 

The power to chuſe, or approve their owne Governours, 
Lyes in the people fundamentaly, and after the peoples choyle 
made, the power of ruling Iyeth ſupreamely, and formally in 
the Governours themſelves. People well-afteted to God, 
and well doing, have the liberty of making this choyle pri- 
merilyz and ſecondarily, all the people of that Common- 
wealth; at firſt Samuel choſe Saul King, then the people, and 
Benaiah Nathan; and Zadok firſt choſe Salomon King, the ge- 
necality of the people freely ſuffering the choyle ; afterwards 
the reſt of the people came in, approved the choyſe, and re- 
newed the Kingdome, 1 Sam. Ir, 12, But the people of Iſracl 
gave not their approbation of their Kings, choſen by the 
better ſort, untill the perſons choſen had given them ſome 
ſingular proofe of their yalour, as Saul did ; or of their wiſ- 
dome,- as Salomon did, when Nahaſh the Ammonite was de- 
ſtroyed, andthe City of 7«beſh Gilead delivered by the hand of 
Saul; then the people cried, Jho is be that ſaid, Saul ſhall net 
reigne over us ? bring the men, thas we may fay them ; and all the 
people went with Samuel to Gilgal , and there they made Saul 
King, T Sam, 11, 14, 15, Likewiſe, when Salomon had given 
Judgement between the two women, both claiming the li- 
ving childe, ehbey feared the King, for they ſaw the wiſdome of God 
was in him, to dee Tuftice. Sg Salomon was King ever all Tſrael, 
I King. 3. 28. &4.I. Thus ( here in England ) when the Peo- 
ples Truſtees, by Counſels in Parliament, had often delive- 
red this Common-wealth from their enemies hand, and had 
from ameng their Brethren ( of the ſame Nation and Religion ) 
ſet up Keepers of the Liberties of the people by Authority of 
Parliament, approving the choyſe made, have liberally laid 
out theirperſons and eſtates for the ſafety of their Rulers, and 
of themſelves. 

People may not chuſe new Governours without a cauſe. 


Governoars being choſen, the power lyeth in them Welt 
LIE 
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al, provided they rule well, and their people may not chuſe 
new Governours without the conſent, or death of the old, 
or without the Male adminiſtration of Juſtice in the old Ru- 
lers; for in caſe tne old Governours choſen, continue to 
rule well, the people may not force their conſent ; but it. 
muſt be a Free AQ of the good Rulers, to deſire the people to 
chuſe a New, elſe if the people cauſeleſly rejet wellruling 
Governours, they rejed the Lord, that he ſhould not rule over them, 
1Sam. 8.6, 7, 8, The people may not ( without imputation 
of Treaſon) cry, Robes we in David, white David 
liveth, and ruleth well ; nor have chey ( at ſuch a time ) any 
cauſe to follow a rebellious and flattering Abſalom to doe them 
Juſtice ; Indeed, on juſt reaſon declared, Governours may - 
remit their power to the people that-choſe them, and people 
thus re-impowred may ( with the ſame Liberty ) ſet up other 

2yernours over themſelyes ; as Natbay, Zadoh, and Benaiab 
made choyle of Salomon for King, when David grew old, ſick, 
Bed-rid, unſerviceable, and bad them make Salomon King, 
1 King. 1+ 33, 34, 35. otherwiſe, the people may not change. 
without a caule, and the Governour, or Governours are to 
uſe his, or their power for the Common good, that they 
giveno juſt occaſion to diſ-engage the people, and to- make. 
them change. 

T he occaſoont of chuſing Governours.. bas 

The occaſion of pzople's chuling Governours was the Cour:- Sc. 15. 
zries danger, and the end of that choyle was the peoples ſafety ; 
which Samuel implyed, when he faulted the Iſraclites for defi-- 
ring a King ſo unſeaſonably z at a time when they dwelled ſafely, 
and were delivered from their enemies on every fide, 1 Sam. 12.11, 
Indeed, Iſrael were wichourt Rulers ſometimes, when al things 
were in peace, and every man went to bis owne inheritance, Judfg.2t- 
25. but when Famine appeared, or when War approached, then. 
they choſe them Governours to feed them, Eſa. 3. 5. 8. or to- 
Judge them, and to fight their Battels, 1 Sam. 8, 20, when Judges 
ruled, Ruth 1. 1. Elders, Kings, or (aptaines, and the Gover-- 
nours choſen performing the peoples traſt, did thereby ob-- 
lige the people to ſtand by their Truſtees, and ſome by _ 
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_ © MWord,preached for them, ſome by the Sword, fought for them, 


ſome by their Pen, wrote for them, and ſome with heart and 
tongue, prayed for them accardingly. Againe, when Kings 

and Rulers did faile their truſt repoſed in them, they difſol- 

ved the bandsof the peoples Allegiance towards them; and 

the people failing of performing their fealty to ſuch Truſt- 

breakers, were ſpared by Gods appointment; Thus when 

the ten Tribes fell from King Reboboam for his roughneſle to-, 
wards them, and the people ſet up Feroboam for their King, 
:Zudcb was from God by the Prophet forbid 20 fight againſt 
them, for the thing was of the Lord, I King. 12. 16.20. 24. Thug 
the old Romans caſt off Tarquin, and all Kingly Government, 
for the pride and cruelty of chat King, and for the unchaſtity 
of his lecherous Sons, and choſe them Conſuls, who mighc 
better conſult and provide for the Countries good. Allo its 
{aid of Brutus, who was one of their Conſuls, That he ſcour- 
ged and beheaded his owne Sons, for attempting to bring in 
Kings againe, Florws, lib, I. cap.gs . - 


uſt Governours to be upheld by the people. 
Jef To the Free People of Eaglande, 

Exiſt. Se, * 1 
Eare Fellow Commeners, it hath been declared already, 
I chat the beſt way to ſettle the Common-wealth in a 
firme and laſting peace, is to looke backe to rules of equity 
and juſtice, to principles of Nature, and right-Reafon ;*to 
Gods Law, and good Conſcience; and every one of you 
muſt contribute your utmoſt hereunto; That power lyeth in 
ou, and there is now recovered your right to ule it, Your 
Liberties have been redeemed (to you at a-deare rate, and 
with great expence of Bloud, and of Treaſare; maintaine it 
then, as Free-men, and uſe your Liberty, not againſt your ſelves, 
but for your ſelves ; Ceaſe mourning for Saul, the King and bis 
Traines, the Body is not deſtroyed by removing bad humours ; let your 
bearts be towards the Governours of England, who bave willingly of- 
fered themſelves among the people; and to their Servants, who 
have jeoparded their lives for your ſakes ; I meane, to the Come 
mons in Parliament, the Councell of State, and their Armies, _ 
| | ave 
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have not deſigned upon you for their owne woridly advan- 
tage, but have ſcoped at your welfare, who by no ſenſi- 
ble ſeares have ſuffered themſelves to be perverted from im- 
partiall Juſtice, but have bound up your ſafety and theirs in 
one, With what reaſon ſhould they receive the bencfics of 
Law, who deny obedience to the Law ? What priviledge 
can a proprietary poſlefſe by Law of the Land, who denies to 
doe that, which eyen the Law of Nature calls for of him? 
The non-engaging does not firip him of his priviledge of the 
Law, but the {tanding by himtelfe without Law, who enga- 
ges nor, brings him into danger; and certainly, he deſerves 
no advantage by a Garriſon, who refuſes to help in time of a 
Siedge; And having performed their truft, they have decla- 
red themſelves willing to lay downe their power,. not Lord- 
ing it over you, but leaving the power free to you, for chu- 
ſing a new Repreſentative, and being ſet free, chufe for your 
ſelves, for yee need Counſellours; but Nanquam confilium fait 
in pepulo, nunquam certa & conſtans vite ratio: and Where no ceun- 
ſell ;s, the people fall, but in the multitude of Counſelours there is ſafe 
ty, Prov. T1. 14. only take heed to your choyle, for a wrong 
choyle brings a plague, as when Jjrae! choſe them a Captaine to 
goe back into Zpypt, it was (aid, They ſha! not ſee the Land of 
Canaan, Numb. 14.4. 23, And a right choyſe brings ſafety. ; 
as when 7ep»tah was choſen an Elder in Iſrael, God honoured 
him with wvidory over bis enemies, and the people with ſafe 
dwellings under his hand, Judg., 11-23. As Free-men, chuſe men 
into place of Government, who will preſerve your Liberties, 
men of a publike ſringgg and men zealous for the welfare of the peo= 
ple, When Pharaob Mid heard the wiſdome of Jeſeph, in pro- 
viding toſave the Land from periſhing through famine, he 
ſaid to his Servants, Can we finde ſuch a man'as this is, a man in 
whom the Spirit of God is ? and be made bim Ruler over all the Land 
of /Egypt, Gen. 41: 38. 43. thus Daniel in Babylon was preferred 
before the Preſidents and Princes, becauſe an excellent ſpirit was in 
bim, Dan. 6.3. And the Iſraelites, to better their condition, 
choſe them Saviours ; wiſe Moſes, valiant Foſhna, godly Gideon, 
gallant 7epbtab, &c. Doe yee alſo in your choyle of Sheriffes, 
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The Privledges of Parliament. ' 
God, menoftruth, hating covetouſneſſe, that they may judge the pec- 
ple at all times, Exod. 18. 21, 22, He that is-greateft among 
you, let him beas the younger, and hee that is chiefe, as he 
that doth ſerve, Matth. 20. 25, Luk: 22. 25. 26. Chaſe you out 
from among your brethren, Governours, who will ſecure you in 
well doing freely, and whom yee may freely ſtand by in pu- 
niſhing evill-doers; let ſuch we þ over youzas obey God, and 
doe not lift up themſelves above their brethren, that turne 
not aſide from the commandement, to the right hand or to 
the lefe, Deut.17.15,18,19,20. 
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_ among Chriſtians are not by ſucceſſion, as the Turkes 
Governours are; ſucceſſio,vidoria, &c. Tantum Idoneos red- 
dit; Suxceſſion only makes way for Rulers to come in. It is 
the Peoples elefion, that makes Chriſtian-Ralers, in certaine 
place, non addit jus ad regnum electio populi, ſed facultatem juris ex= 
ercendi confert : In which words he plainly acknowledgeth, 
that his right of ruling (ad bic & munc) over this very people, 
comes from the ele&ion of the peaple : for all Chriftian Ru- 
lers have their power , either mo, from the ap- 

>Iintment of God,asDavid was anoynteKing;or elſe from the 
elc&ion of men well-affefted to God, thus ebe Kingdome was 
Salomons from the Loyd, 1 King. 2.15. And the Kingdome 
was bis, becauſe the Lords people choſe him King, even Ni 
than, Zadikh, Benajab and Batbſheba, Not the greater number 
but the better people, for their affeRzon to God and to good- 
neſſe; Not for elderſhip, for Fdonijab was Davids. Son too, 
and elder then he, yethe Ilaidafide his claime, when ic was 
knowneto him that Salomon reigned ia Iſrael. And Davids 
Yote given for Salomon _( while yet David was living ven 


The Priviledges of Parliament. - 1g 
ly ſhewed, that the ruling of the Kingdome was not þy inhe- 
Titance, but by cheyce ; not by ſucceſſion, but by elettion of tha people : 

For that eleRion at firſt made by a few, was afterward con+ 
firmed by all 1ſraet, when they ſaw the wiſdome of Salomon, ts» doe 
Juſtice and judgement, As was fully declared in the 13. Set. 
heretofore, | 

The very claiming of a void Kingdoms or Commonwealth, in the Pol » 
Caſe of ſucceſſion, is T reaſon againſt the free Commoners thereof; *** 
yet it may be pardoned on ſubmiſſion of the party claiming, with con- 
dition of his keeping Good-bebavieur afterwards, This was 
Adonijab's caſe, who ſucceeded David the King ; and hereup- 
on made claime tothe Kingdome, rid in triumph, made a feaſt 
to his adherents,whom be called to Councel!; yet he doing obey- 
fance to Salomon , whom the people choſe King, the King 
{aid unto him, by way of pardon , Goe to thy bouſe #n peace : -- 
and by way of warning, he ſaid, ſhew thy ſtife a worthy man, 
I King. 1.5,6,7,8,9--51,52,53. It may be it was an errcur, 
occaſioned from the people freely ſuffzring ſuccefſours to rule 
chem. | 
Second-Treafons are not to be pardoned. When Adonijab Poſ,3. 
had acknowledged King Salomons authority, and found mer< 
cy upon his firſt offence: As for him then,unworthily to defire 
Abiſhag , to be his wife, who had laine in King Davids bo- 
ſome. When Bathſbeba repreſented to Salomon, Adonijab's de» 
fire, he bad her acke for him the Kingdomie alſo, for hee is mine 
elder brother : taking his ambition herein, to be a defigne for 
the Kingdome. And the King commanded Benajah to ſlay Ado- | 
nijah forthwith, "Yp-* any reprivall, 1 Kings 2.13, 17, 
£Q,22,24425. 

Wilfull murder in a time of peace, is to be puniſbed with deat? firſt p,c 4. 
or laſt, Who ſo killeth any perſon, the murderer ſhall be-put to death; 
by the mouth of wimeſſesr, Numb, 35. 30. Joab,' ſheit the blood of 
war in peace; be ſlew Abner, and Amaſa, men more righteow then 
be, 1 Kings 2.5. Indeed, David ſpared him, becayſe the ſors 
of Zerviah were ſtronger then be, 2 Sam.3.39. But afterwards, 
David pat King Salowon in mind that he knew it, and that he 
ſhould puniſh him for it, Wherefore King Salomon finding 
Joab ongeobithe evill-counſellours of Adonijab, HG” _ 
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ſhould have ſummum jus ; and though he ſpar'd the reſt of that 
confederacy, yet he gave ſentence againſt him : Andat the 
Kings commandement Benaiah did juſtice on Feb, though he 
was the Generall at that time, and ſlew him,Without any refþe&t 
of perſons. 

Poſy5, MNopleaor excuſe, can ſerve to cleare a murderer. Tee ſhall take 
zo ſatis faftion for the life of a murderer that s guilty of death, but be 
feall ſurely be put to death, Numb.35.31. Feab going after Ad9- 
zijah, might not longer be ſpared from death, which, for 
murder he had deſerved, though he had not gone after 4}- 
falom, though he had formerly ( in Davids warres ) done the 
King good ſervice; Yea; and though he fled to tbe bornes of the 
Altar at laſt, pretending repentance. At the Kings commande<” 
ment, Benaiah went forth and ſiew him there , for his murder in 
King Davids dayes,and for his Treaſon in King Salomons time, 
I Kings 2, 28--34. And this is Gods rule, If a man forſake his 
Tighteouſneſſe and commit iniquity, ſball be live ? all bw righteouſ= 
xeſſe that be bath done ſhall be forgotten 3 and in bis ſin that he hath 
committed, he ſhall ſurely dye, Ezek. 18. 34. Which is the caſe of 

- the revoited Scots, their former joyning with Enyland in Co- 
venart making,and keeping, for the good of both Common- 
wealths, cannot excuſe them, breaking the Brotherly Covenant, 
proclaiming King over England, a man whom (for his diſ-ſer- 
vice to this people ) this State had declaratively difclaimed ; 
and by their promiſing to enthrone him-inEngland,againſt the 
vill of this free people, who had already accepted of another 
Government. ( Fer in Chriſtian Commonwealths, the right 
of Rulers lyeth in the vote of the peqllliybuſing them(as _ 
fore SefF.13.) according to Huſhai's » Whom the Lord aud 
this people, and all the people of Iſrael chuſe, his will T be, 2 Sam, 
16.17, 7 | 

aye was a: Covenant between Benjamin and the. reſt of 

the Tribes, of- Tſrath and that as ſirong a Covenant, as ever: 
was berween Exglandand Scotland, for they were bretbren ; but. 
when Benjamin brake the bonds ( in the matter of Levi's wife, 
her death, and-baniſhment) they diffolved the bands of bro- 
ther-bood,and 1ſrael( being then (ſer free) brought the malefaR- 
@x8 unto condigne puniſhment,and the men ef Gibathalſo,wha 
þ : i v1 
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cover Iſraels demand to them made ) kept back the offenders 
rom the tryall of juſtice, as accefſaries to Benjamins fact, 
Zudg.20.13,14, Which alſo, was the very caſe, and the firſt 
breach between this Parliament and the late King C.. 

No Treaſon i to 'be tolerated, witheut all puniſhment, though Poſ. 6 
lefle puniſhment be laid on men for the firſt offence, Abia-- © 
thar the Prieſt was an evill Counſellor of Adonijab's, and hel-+ 
ped him forward, 1 Kings 1.6,7,8.. Yet King Salomon would not” 

( for that fault) put him to death ; becauſe be bare: the Arhe 
before David bis father, and becauſe of bis ſufferings with David.. 
Howbeit Salomon did ſequeſter Abiathar from his place , and 
the profits thereof, ſaying to him, Get thee to thy fields at A - 
nathoth, verſ, 27, and. put in his place good: Zadok , who 
choſe and anoynted Salomon King, verſ. 35. Neither did Za- 
dok, ſcruple to accept of the place, becauſe it was a ſequeſtra- 
tion , but he miniſtred to King Salomon in the room of Abiathar. 
Which example is a juſtification of our State in their cenſures 
of that ſort, and of Miniſters,}by them put into ſequeſtrations, 
who in their places do ſerve the ſouls of the people faithfully. 

Judgement en MalefaGors, and ſentence may be given upon*ſi- Pgf, 7. 
lence of the party charged, where the fanlt is palpable. Slanderous 
Shimesi, was reprived by. David, in die. corenationis, 1 Sam, 19, 
22,23. And confined by King Salomon three yeares. But for 
treaſonous breach of his Oath and Articles, King Salomon on- 

his filence to the charge, judged him: to death without fur- 
ther confeſſion or conviftion, . and Benaiab {lew hint at $4alo- 
mos command. This was King Charles his caſe, who alſo was 
condemned to p his filence to his Charge read to him, 
the things cha n him, being palpable, proveable, and 
deſerving death, Tn the eye of the Judges. 

The execution of jwſtice on evill doers, is the peace of them that 
deewel. For hereupon it is ſaid, The Kingdowe was eſtabliſhed 
in the bands of Salomon,. There would not have been any 
ſtable, firme, and laſting peace in his Kingdome, had hee 
not executed impartiall juſtice on the breakers thereof, See- 
x. Kings 3-ult. A fit preſident for the States of England. 
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To the Supreame Authority of the Parltament,Conncell of State, and 
High Court of Juſtice. 


MJ honeured Commons of England, Civill Governments 
are ordered by the Lord, The moſt bigh ruleth in the 
Kingdomes of men, aud giveth them to whomſoever be will: The 
tranſlation of the Rule of this Nation from Kings to your 
Honours, hath received large teſtimony from heaven, giving 
you the hearts of this people, and giving them hearts to jeo- 
pard their lives to ſerve you, and giving you ſo great falvati- 
ons by the peoples meanes. Oh! that all the Lords people 
wight canſent in one,to render unto your Authority (which 
God hath ſo fignally bleſſed to this people) all cheartull and 
faithfull obedience in the Lord for conſcience ſake, and: that 
in thankfulnefſe to God, who hath ſo bleſſed your Counſel s 
for our welfare; That a[though, for the tranſgreſſions of this land 
many bave been the Princes thereof; yet by your wiſdome axd prudence, 
the peeple may be preſerved, henceforward, I know yee are not 
given to change unneceſſarily, and what neceſſity hath Iyen 
upon you(the people's Fudges)for the change paſt, yee know. My 
humble requeſt is, Now Supream power is by the people in-. 
truſted with your Honours, Magiſtatus *fficium eſt, ut defendat 
innocentes, & puniat petulantes. P, Martyr. It is the Magiſtrates 
office, to defend the innocent , and to,puniſh the wrong do- 
er. Let good people ( who fball have praiſe of God) in their 
wel-doing, have praiſe of yon. Let evill doers know your 
Juſtice without partiality, quit your ſelves like meg ; be ſtrong, love 
them, that love the Lord. That as good men ll-doing ſuf- 
fered wrongfully, and formerly were made t now evil do- 
ers may flye before your juſtice,and you may render to them, . 
as they have ſerved us. For Ged ſetteth the poore 6n bigh from af- 
flition, the righteous ſhall ſee it and rejoyce 3 and all iniquity ſball top 
her mouth. Thus,the Almighty ſhall be with you to ſettle this Com- 
monwealth in peace: As ſometimes 7/raels Kingdome was e- 
ftabliſhed in the bard of Salomon. And knowing the ſame pow- 
er lyeth in you, I thought it my duty to preſent your 
honours with Salemons proceedings, in following whoſe 
' Reps, The eare that beareth you ſhall Bleſſe you, and the eye that ſee1b 
"> Jon 
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cry, the fatherleſſe, and him that hath no belper, the bleſſing of him that 
Was ready to periſh ſpall come upon you, and ſo yee ſhall make the widowes 
heart to leap for joy 3 yee ſhallput on righteouſneſſe as a robe to cloath you, 
and judgement as a diadem ; while yee are eyes ts the blinde, and feet to 
the lame ; while yee ſhall be fathers to the poore, and ſhall ſearch out the 
Cauſe that came unto you,while yee (hall break the jaws of the wicked,and 
take the ſpoyl out of their teeth, Jobe29.The powers that be here are your 
ſelves, the enating and the executingLawes for the Common=- 
wealth lyeth in your power ; the Taxes lately raiſed have not 
bin for the private uſe of your felves,or of yourChildren, that 
is forbidden of God, Ezek, 46. 18. but they bave been indiffc- 
rently levyed upon your ſelves,and upon the people,in defence 
of the whole Common-wealth,and that bt for the preſent neceſ= 
fity; in which caſe, King Say! tooke of the peoples goods, for 
the peoples' good, and wy blamelefſe, 1 Sam. 12. 6,7. Leagues 
with Idolaters may yee not make, 7udg, 2. 2. Deut. 7. 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6,7, $. But if any ſuch among you have made their peace 
wich you, they living peaceably by you, and paying their 
tribute to you ; keep faith with them, as Foſhua did with the 
Gibeonites, Joſh. 9. for if you purpoſely make Coyenant with 
Idolaters, and the people joyne therein, yee and they make 
your ſelves, and them, liable to Judgement upon the 
Nation from the Lord, Zudg. 2. IT. On the other fide, if the 
people joyne not with you in fuch Covenants, your Coye- 
nant-making with them, will make continuall ſtrife among 
your ſelves, untjliagee all be utterly conſumed. When King A4- 
maziah fell from t , the people ſ1:w bim, 2 Chron. 25, 27, 28. 
according to th; ritten, 1 Sam. 13. laſt. But doe yee for- 
beare League-entring with thoſe that hate the Lord,and yee 
ſhal rengthen the bands of love among your elves, that love 
the Lord, andagainſtthe Common enemy. Doe yee judge tbe 
fatherleſſe, and the widow, releeve the oppreſſed, and yee ſhall en- 
age God on your ſide, againſt the Armies.of the Aliens ; where- 
Fore, if the Land of their fe ſfon be unclean, let them returne to yous, 
Doe not yee paſſe for their peace, but truft yee God for ſet- 
lingpeacein your borders ; And yee ſpall dwell on bigh, your 
place of defence ſhall be the munitions of rockes, yeur bread ſhalt be given 
Joh. 
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yeu, and your waters ſhall be ſure, Which is the confiderice of 
your daily Oratour, who writeth theſe things, 
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A Conference delivered: 

1. Ob}, T Hat, nothing but effuſion of bloud ( fill) Mr, A? | 

An;w, Who deſires it? ſaving that the neceſfity of the 

Cauſe calls for it. For God taketb ns plea'ure in the death of the 
wicked, Ezek. 33.11. yet doth he order bloud and death to | 
the wicked ; Iwill require the bloud of man, at the bard of every 
beaſt, and at the hand of every man, Gen. 9.5. If any man bate bis 
neighbour, andlye in waite ſor him, and riſe up and kill him, and 
ſmite him mortally that he dye, the Elders of his City ſhall ſend and 
fetch bim thence, and deliver him into the band of the avenger of bloud, 
that be may dye. T bine eye ſhall not pitty bim, but thou ſhalt put away 
the guilt of innocent bloud from Iſrael, that it may goe well with thee, 
Deur, 19.11, 12, 13. Tothis purpoſe it is ſaid, The (word of 
the Lord,and Gideon, Judg.7.20. when God had puniſhed the world 
of the ungodly by the Floud, God ſmelt a ſweet ſavenr of reſt, Gen, 8, 
21, ſhewing, that when Judgement was done on the ungod- 
ly, the anger of God was then appeaſe ine, it was faid, 
Then ſtood up Phineas and prayed, ſaith o ecuted judgement, 
ſaith another ; ſh?wing, that judgement {ſhould be executed 
with prayer, not wich ſenſuall pleaſure, So, Fadgement being 
ex2cuted, the plague ceaſed, Plal. 106, 3o. Phineas was a Prieſts 
Sonne, no ordinary Magiſtrate ; his office was to pray, to 
ſtrike beſeemed not his place: yet when be ſaw the abominations 
of Zimri and Cozbi, done in the face of the mourning Congre- 
gation, he executed judgement, not judicially, but ſuddenly, 
and witb a Favelitvbruft them both thorow, that they dyed. This 
he did on them, though Princes, witbeut any reſpe of jp per- 
, + : ons, 
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"ſons, or of the peoples ill-will for his ſo doing. And God ap» 
proved the fatt done, for the plague ceaſed from the people 3 and 
God gave unto Phineas ( for this his zeale ) the covenant of an 
everlaſting Prieſt-hos4, Numb. 25. 6, 7, $--11, 12, 13. Thus 
Matthias, and his Sonne ( when Commiſhoners came from 
King Antiochus to the City of Hodin, to compell the Iſraelites 
to forſake God, and to ſacrifice to his Idols ) refuſed tohear- 
ken to the Kings Commandement, to tranſgreſle their reli- 
gion, proteſted againſt that wickedneſſe, flew one of the 
Fewes that did ſacrifice on the Altar, killed the Kings Com- 
miſſioner, who compelled him to doe ſacrifice, and deſtroyed 
the Kings Altar, I Maccab. 2. 15-18. 19--22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 
'Thus bare he a zeale to the Law of God, doing as Phbineas did 
to Zimyi the ſonne of Salem; whereupon he invited all that 
were zealous of the Law, and would ſtand ro the Covenart, to 
follow him ; then many ſer themſelves in Batcell againſt them, 
ver, 32. but there followed Matthias all that fled for per- 
ſecution, and they ſmete the wicked in their wrath, and the ungedly 
in their anger, ver. 42, 43,44. 43.10 they recovered the Law ouc 
of the hands of the Gentiles, and out of the hands of Kings, 
and gave not place to the wicked. Thus did ( after him ) 7u- 
da, Chap. 3. 44. and then, ch. 9. 73. Jonathan, who governed 
the people, and deſtroyed the ungodly out of 7frael. Nextly, 
Simon, chap. 13. 1. and likewiſe obn, ſonne of Simon, ver. 5 4+ 
and chap. 16. Laſtly, Judas Maccabeus, and his brethren, Si 
mon, oſepb, Fonathan, 2 Maccab. 8. 1+-22. Fighting with their 


fifty thouſand men, 15. 37--32, 33. cutting off Nicanor's 


25 


bands, and praying I Y hearts to God, flew three hundred and 9 


head and hand, a $ tongue into many peeces, for his 
blaſphemy againſt Gud, whereof you may read more, chap. 
I5.3, 455+ In like manner the Engliſh Souldiers have puni- 
ſhed evil-doers, who being the Magiſtrates Servants, have 
been by them required, ( as the Poſſe comstatus wont to be cal- 
led by the Sheriffe of a County ) when MalefaQtours were too 
numerous, and too ſtrong for their Rulers, yet have they 
neither {ack'd, ſiedged, nor ſpoyl'd any City, nor waged 
warre againſt any place ; but where ( on ſummons firſt given 
them ) the party's concerned did refule peace proffered to 

2 SE them, 
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them ; in which caſe they have warrant to ſmite, and (poyic 
too, Deut. 20. 10, 1I--17. | ps 


Queſt. 2. hy, what occaſion i tbere for this ſhedding, of bloud 7 


Auf. 


Anfſ: 2. 


Obj. 3. 
Hu, 


The occafion is the puniſbment of evil-dters, and the -praiſe of 
them that doe well, x Per. 2. 13, chiefly, to preſerve the life of 
innocent perſons. Watchfull ſhepherds, doe not defire the 
death of the Foxes, ſimply in their kind ; but-in order to the 
ſafety of the innocent Lambs, And thus it is ſaid, Cavt. 2. 5. 
Take us the Foxes, tbe little Foxes that fpoyle the vines, Chriſts own 
Vines muſt not be neglefed, in pitty to the Foxes of the 


Wood, but the Vines mult be preſerved by the puniſhment of 


the Foxes, And who are theſe Foxes, but ſuch people as 
do ſpoyle the tender Vines ? then ſuch perſons as would have 
theſe Foxes ſpared, are well-worthy to have their Vines ſpoy- 
led, and their Lambs killed coo; forſo did not Selomen, who 
executed Juftice on ill-affeRed perſons in their evill doing, in 
order to the peace and welfare of them that doe well, King.2. 
Who then ſhall bJame our State? who Shepherd-like, doe 
take vs the Foxes to ſafe-guard the Lambs, or perſons ſimple 
concerning evil. 


2, Whereas you cry out of the effuſion of bloud, to ſpare - 


the guilty ; Iperceive you never lament the bloud of the in- 
nocent, who are well.affcted ro God and the Parliament ; 
when that hath been ſpilt like water on the ground, and there 
hath been none to gather it. But, T be loveſt thine enemies, and 
hateſt thy friends, who bave ſaved thy life; Then regardeſt neither 
Princes, nor Servants, for sf Abſalom bad lived, and all we bad dyed 
this day, it had pleaſed thee wel. If Parlia and pecple, fear- 
ing God, and honouring them, ha , Inſtead of the 
Earle of Darby's company, it had pleafed thee well, fee 2 Sam. 
I9. 5, 6. 

But you, on dayes of Thankeſ-giving, read (in triumph ) 
'T be Horſe, and the Rider, i throwne dewne in the midſt of the ſea. 

If Moſes did well to fing Gods praiſes, when 7ſrae! was deli- 
vered from their Z; yttian Bondage, andeo write fo, as no 
doubt hedid ; we may alſo read what he hath written, ha- 
ving thelike occaſion, ſo it be with the ſame affection. Chriſt 
bids his Diſciples, look what ſpirit they were of, Luk.11.5 3, 54, g 5. 

when 
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| when thefe produced their warrant for their praying, as Elias 
did; ſo when we praiſe Gol in Moſes words, we are to ſee it . 

be done in. Moſes bis ſpirie, and we may doeit; for whatſe- 

_ ever things were wheYer afore-time, were written for our learning, 
Rom. I5. 4, And in the Holy Scriptures we learne to give - 
thankes, { not for bloud of men ſhedding, ( as ſome ſlanderouſly 
affirme that we dee, whoſe damnation ts juſt ) But, we rejoyce for the 
puniſhment of wicked men, for the reward of the righteous 
men, and for the Juſtice of God in both, The righteors ſhall re- 

Joyce where he jeetb the vengeance, be ſhall waſh his feet in the bloud of 
the wicked, ſo that men ſball ſay, Verily, there is a reward for the 
righteous, verily theye is a God that judgeth the earth, Plal. 58. R 
'KIO, IT, N | 
Lord, there ts no Law, nor Church, nor State 3 but every one does Obj. 4, 
that is right in bis owne eyes. | 
Yes, here is Law, to puniſh ibe lawlefſe; here is a Charch to AnCſ, 

inſtra7 the ignorant, and to corre them, that live in 'errour; * 
and a State, that is a terrour eo them that doe evil, and a miniſter of 
God for good, to them that doe good, Rom, 13. 4, 5. | 

H:re is a Law, that bids, Submit your ſelves to every ordinance 

of man for the Lords ſake, whether unto the King as ſupreame, or unts 
Governours, as to thoſe that ave ſent by bim, for the puniſhment of evil- 
doers, and for the praiſe of them that doe Well, 1 Pet, 2. 13. In which 
words is a juſtification ot our Lawes, heing for the puniſh- 
ment of evil-doers, and for the praife of them that doe well ; 
and a juftification of our State too, to be as much an Ordi- 
nance as the King , they both were ordained of men, chey 
both were choſen by the people, to aſſemble together for en- 
ating good Lawes? and the Commons of Exg/and afſembled . 
in Parliament, have had further confirmation from the peo- 
ple, fince they were without a King, in their unanimous 
Banding, and warring againſt the Scots at Worceſter g and the 
people doe well to ſubmit, for the Commons (in the fickt 
conſtitution of this Parliament ) were by the. people equally 
intruſted with the power of Goyernment,as the King was,they - 
were Powers, as well as he, and itbecame not them ( fitting 
for the Common-wealth's good ) to faile their truſt, . or to 
dif-ufe the power given _ truſt, although rhe ( gt 
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King brake his truft, and uſed his power, not for edific ation, but 
for deſtryion of the Weale-publick, he wich-holding evill- 


_ doers from the triall of Juſtice, as by the Parliaments De- 


claration, of no Addreſſes to be made tai the King doth ap- 
wm. He gave Paſſes, and Warrants to convey away divers 
erſons queſtioned by the Parliament for their Crimes. 

Suppoſe a Father, and his Sonne, made joynt Feoffees in 
traſt, for conſervation of a Minors eſtate, the Sonne is (in or- 
der of Nature) inferiour to the Father,but conlider him in a 
Politick capacity as a Truſtee, and the Son hath power e- 
guall with his Father; neither may the Son waſte the eſtate 


_ Incruſted with them both, though the Father doth fo ; yea, 
the Son muſt preſerve the eſtate according to his truſt, al-_ 


though his owne Father walteth the «ſtate contrary to their 
truſt ; yea, it were but right, and duty in him that keepes his 
truſt, to bring the Defaulter to the triall of Juſtice, for fay- 
ling his traſt; Fe that loveth father or mother more then me, 55 net 
Worthy of me, Matthe10. 37. yea, and he that bates not bis owne 
life alſo, to follow Chriſt, cannot be my Diſciple, Luke 14. 25, Men 


of Publick truſt muſt hate their owne lives for Chrift, and 


muſt lay aſide all private intereſts, { of loſſe and gaine ) 
for the Publick good. Thus the late King, and the Parlia- 
ment, were as the Father and Son, both alike intruſted with 
Englands Common- wealth, and as Traſtces, they had equall 
power to defend, and ſafe-guard the people and the Parlia« 
ment performed their truſt, even againſt the King, who failed 
his truſt committed by the people to him, and to them, A- 
gaine,A Father and a Mother arc equally impowered, to bring 
up, nouriſh, and cheriſh children given ts them both ; now, 
imagine the Father ſhould endeavour the deſtruRtion of the 
Childe, as Saxl attempted Jonathan's death, yet may not the 
Mother ſee, nor allow the ſame, but preſerve her children 
rather, as the Midwives in &gypt did, not fearing the Kings 
commandement.. Even the Hen provides to ſave her Chickens 
from devouring vermine. It was faid, Kings ſhall be their nwr- 
finge Fathers, and Zueenes their nurſing Mothers, Ela. 49. 23. And 
Commons in Parliament are ſet for ſuch, and if Kings have 
been ( as Nimrod ) mighty bunters before the Lord, it _ the 

ome. 
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Commons to be harborers of the people, again the ſtrife of 
Kings: In caſcs perſonal, flee ; in caſes Nationall,Fight ; Le- 
«© ver nature, nom abolentur in evangelio etiam ſubditis adverſus do= 
& minos Graſſatores, conceſſa eſt defenſio proprii corporis,conjugis,C*c. 
< contra injuſtam crudelitatem, Bucanon de Magiſtrate q. 77.27» 

The Lawes of Nature are not aboliſhed if the Goſpell, e- 
ven to Subjes is granted the defence of themſelves, their. 
wives and their children, againſt the unjuſt cruelty of oppreſ= 
ſing Princes. 

Thus we have ſeen here, who be our Governours, what is 
their power, and what be their Lawes ; how they are intruſt- 
ed,to rule well ; and that the people muſt ſubmit to them in fo 
doing, and to their Lawes made by them for the peoples wel- 
fare. So here in England, even. now is Law, the fame that 
Chriſtians in primitive times were commanded by. 

2, Here is a Church in Exgland, though without Biſhops 3 
for in our Saviour Chriſts time, before Biſhops were, there 
was a Church, Upon the recke of Peters faith confeſſed, Aatth- 
16.15,16.And this was before there was yet any ſuperiority of 
diſciples or ofMiniſters.For whatpreheminence had the twelve 
Diſciples over one another ?' who were alike called by Chrift, 
alike ſent forth into the. world, and had the fame ſuccefle to 
have the ſpirits ſabjeFed to them , In Chriſt their maſters daies ; 
and the ſame parity was among the ſeyznty Diſciples, as a« 
mongthe twelve. Peter(as the mouth of the reſt)had the honor 
to confelle Chrift, the ſorneof God, that rocke, on which the 
Church is built. But Chriſt forbids -his Diſciples to exerciſe 
Lordſhip over one another, asthe Gentiles did, ſaying, Hee 
tbat will be great? among you, let him be as bim that ſervetb, Matth, 
10.4243, Let them be more zealous, ative, and more ex+ 
ceed in their ſervice, who have received from God more cx+ 
ccllent parts, E 

Againe, there was no Biſhops, nor Biſhops over Biſhops, 
when it was ſaid, The Lard added to the Church, ſuch as (hould be 
ſaved, As 2.41,47, Where the Church confiſted of them that 
beleeved, having beard the word, and were ts be.ſaved. No menti- 
on of Biihops nor. of Officers under them, Then afterwards 


we read of Deacons, Ac 6.. And of Elders, Ad. 14. and of .a 
| B 3 Church : 
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Church at Corinth, 1 Cor. 1. t. yea, ſeven times mentioned in 
1 Cor, chap. 14. when in the Church every one f} 57% accord- 


ing to his gifc, as any thing was revealed to him that ſat by, ver.3o. 
The Saints made a Church at Corinth, though yee read not of 
any Biſhops 'there thep. 

" Indeed Payl t Tim. 3.5. doth ſpeake of Biſhops, Ruling their 
Owne houſe, and taking care of the Charch of God, and 1 Tim.5.17. 


counts them worthy of double bonowr, who labour in the word and do- 


frine, and Tt. 3,9. he commands that they be able by ſound 
doFrine, to exhort , and convince the gain-ſayers. But Peter bids 
them, Feed the fleck of God, as much as in you is, and be not Lords 


over (or over rule wot) that beritage, IPet.5.2,3. und" a5 ngmaxpgriy 


o78 wy ranger, Where note, that there ought to be no Lords 
Biſhops over the flock of God ; And that thepeople, called 
the flock of God ( becauſe purchaſed with the blosd of Gbriſt,) 
are Gods Clergy, as much as Biſhops. That Elders areto 
feed the flock of God, and by feeding them to exerciſe rule 
overthem, And the higheſt perſon in the Church, that hath 
higheſt place among the people, hath but the power, mv;uayery 
which ſignifieth to feed, and Matth. 2.7. to rule, and exprefle 
a kind of fimple rule, and authority, fach as by feeding the 
ſheep, ſhepheards have over them. Here it appears,that when 
the Church of God had Elders to feed them, no men might 
be Lords therein, nor over-rule them, but feed them rather : 
And yee may obſerve , that when Payl, 1 Cor. 12, 28, menti- 
ons helps in Government, he names Apoſtles, Prophets, Teachers, 
Ierkers of Miracles ; But he names not either Biſhops, Elders, 
or Deacons : Shewing, that they are not ( that unum neceſſa- 
rium,) mainly neceſſary in the Charch. And however they 
are (by ſome) numbred atnong helps in Church Government; 
yet if they be not mainly neceſſary, they are not greatly to be 
contended for : for helps in Government,are(but)of the bene 
eſſe,not of the eſſe of the Churchzfor there was a Church,and a 
Church governed, before Biſhops were in being, or once ſo 
much as named in theChurch of God. And although theſe pre- 
tended helps in Government,be taken away from amongſt us, 
yet here is a Church in England til without Biſhops: For gene- 
rally,theBiſhopsdid (but) pretend to help inthe Gorenment 
| 0 
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of the Church,the moſt of them fowndoccafion againſt both Mi- 


niſters 8 People,concerning the law of our God,Dan.6.5.who(pro- 
ving a ſnare inſtcad of an helpe) were juſtly taken away, the 
Church of England ſtil abiding a Church without Biſhops. 


And if your meaning be, That we have. no Church, ;,e. No 


calling to the Miniſtry in the Church, becauſe there bee no 
Biſhops to give ordination, 

I Anſwer, we muſt ſoberly diſtinguiſh (as before, between 
the Efſentialls and the Circumſtantialls of a Church, fo 
here) between the Eſſentials and the Circumſtantialls of a Mini- 


ſters Call. 


The Eflentialls of. a mans Call co the Miniſtry conſifts in 
Chrifts gifting men for the office; or in Chriſts putting into mens 
bearts the word of reconciliation , to miniſter thereof to men, 
2 Cor.5.20. 2. In his giving ſuch men willing bearts to preach it 
I Cor, 9.16. Ordination it (elf, is but © an ad of conveniency in 
© reſpedt vf order, not of neceſſity to give men power to preach the Go= 
fell. And for ordination by Biſhops, that is a circumſtance 
teſſe neceſſary to the Miniſters Call. It had its time, to be- 
come expedient for ſuch as would enter in by the door(which 
is Chriſt; buc ordination by Biſhops was never abſolu tely ne- 
ceflary toa Niniſters Call. | 

The Circumſtances convenient to the Call of a Miniſter, be 
divers, 1. Some be primo neceſſarie, and precedaneous to or- 
dination in this Call. As 1, Nomination from among belee. 
vers, ſuch as have gone in and ont-with us, cg Fuſtur and Mats bias 
alſo had, Ai7.1. 2. Impoſition of bands with prayer, which 
came inſtead of caſting of lots, 3. Examination of menun- 
knowne, I Tim-3. 9,10, 4&4. Separation to the worke of the 
Miniftiry which Z4rnebas and Sax! had, AF.-23. Which alfo, 
is called (of ſome) by the name of Ordination; and-indeed,, 


hath been in uſe (as here we ſee) before there were Biſhgps to 
_ uſe the ſame, _ 


2. Some Gircumflances, be ſuccedaneous to this Ordina- 
tion of Miniſters. As I. Recommendatio» from knowne Mini- 
fters, which Titas had, 1 Cor.I6.10. 2. Elefion to ſome place, 


which Pay! had to Macedonia, A&.16.4. 3. Approbetion of the 


people, in that place, hs gave up themſelves firſt ts God, and 
| then: 
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then al(o'to .us by the willof God, 2 Cor.8.5. All theſe Circum- 
ſtances, doe reſpe& the Bene efſe, or the good conſtitution of 
the calling to the Miniſtry ; but the eſſe of their Call,requires 

them not, ordination is no part of the Miniſters Call trom 

God; for Chriſt is th? doore, Chriſts gifting men for it, 
and his inclining gifted men to miniſter of that they have re- 
ceived, is that wnum neceſſarium to a Miniſters Calj. Such an 
one glorifies not bimſelfe, ts be called a Miniſter of Chriſt, but, bee 
that is called of God Heb.5.5. For this cauſe, the Biſhops (atthe 
ordination of Minifters,)had in uſe to move this Queſtion, Are 
you perjwaded, yee are truly called to this Miniſtration? Vide, Book of 


-making Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons. Other mien have ſent forth 


Miniſters to the work, as well as Biſhops, and other people 
have called Miniſters to the places of their miniſtration ; 
As bath been already proved, From all which premiſes, it is 
plaine that the people of England have a Church, and have 
Minifters lawfully called, even now, though there be no or- 
dination of Biſhops to make them ſuch. 

3.Here is a State,though without aKing,as Iſrael of old had, 
before there was any King in Iſrael. And when that Common=- 
wealth(afterFoſbua)ruled byElders for three hundred ſeventy 
nine years together.Sce the bookofFudges:and thoſeElders obtain- 
ed a good report through faith, Heb.1 1.Al this was don before(yer) 
God gave them a King in bis wrath, and before King Sayl plaid 
the Tyrant over that people,as an executioner of Gods wrath, 
which was ſpoken of him,1 Sam.8.11--18, 

True Kings, Biſhops and their Laws were ſet up by men for 
belps in Government of this State,Church,and Commonwealth ; 
but the people lacking help of them,and being ſnared by them, 
they have been rooted out by the Truſtees of this Common- 
wealth; yet in want of a King, here is a State ſtill : In the 
want pf Biſhops, here is a Church ſtill; And in the want of 
(the Statutes of Omrs) the Biſhops Lawes, I mean, their lacks 
not Lawes to Rule and Governe the people by, even now 3 
though lawlefſe perſonsgrudge, and acknowledge them not, 
for even the Souldiers, or ſome of them bave(by law)ſuffered 


for their own evill doing, : 
Wherefore if men doe oncly that is right in their own eyes, 
IT 
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ic is not for wantof Rulers, nor with the tolermlon of the 
yu 49s not our State beare blame. for that. 
1 why may net be { meaning the King of Sonny defire ba Obj. 5 
1 gee pork tos! nk Heh $0 ſo. 
| o'man can t re to anye y King ome, An 
| Chrilt the Heire'of all rbings was deprived, and 3 Duke 
{ Wilian got his power over this: Kingdome, not by inheri- 
4 tance, bur by Conqueſt, and the Heire was ( in this Tamily ) 
Pur befides the Crowne, and many more fince. that, as Eleu- | 
|  - therus Philodemss largely ſheweth; Now the King of Scots (for | 
| . whom you plead.) muſt cither plead -Conqueſt-from the | 
$5 r, or ſucceſſion. from his Father ( becauſe you ſay | 
thi oa nap x ishis owne } _— indeed, neichee : 2 
| i&ory, nor Succeſſion gives any man right to reigne over a | | 
people, only Reddit idonzes, ivranding men fit, Vii Rex Fac, SR 
Moreover,the Kings of England, were ———— a8 —_—_— | 


f did chufe,” as Mr. Cook Ce Ins 10 GI — 
omche forme of thelr 'Oaih'3 for Kings of. Englan | 
| Were Crowned, they boand themſelves by -Oath'to rule oper | | 
people according to theLawes of chis Nation ; alſo, the peo- 
Pleeither m__ or accepted-them for their Kings , - bereup- 
puehgeghyg che Allegiance to them, The old King Chbertes, 
Mn py deorn gg of his Oathy diflolved the: people 
from their Bond,- and from their Obedience too; he forfei- * 
ted his Kingdome, and ceaſed to be King, As for the King 
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7: of Scots, he had neither ele&tion, nor Mn from - gr 
T Common-wealth, nor from the pe wag 1 Bel 
Commons in Parliamenc; and his c without 'the peo« 


ores ves him no more: title: to e-here, then 
_ mig King; while 


ld wlll for ſothe People | F 
of Encland have choſen, 


eg their Liberty ; their Libet rr as 
SIS of Tran, "who def 2 
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e/fh, they bave taken away the life of the rhe Rig cvmzme Obj,s. 
ys King 3 and oo: wil dove nowe of bis Ree to reigne 
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Tf his life be taken away, it was not for his vertue, nor ſor 
his Divinity neither. Where were his vertues ſeen, in his la- 
teſt governing? he proclaimed, and waged warre .againit his 
beſt SubjeRs, the Parliament, and hisgood People 3 was this 


\- a vertue in a King, ſet up to: fight for the People ? for this, 


the Commons of Englard'in Parliament have .declared him a 
Tyrant: now Tyranny is no-vertue;. and when ( in-the face 
of Death ) he uſed a forme of Prayer taken out of Sir Philip 
Sidny's Arcadia, he proved himſelfe neither Vertuous, nor Di- 
vine 5 and if bis Sonne walking in his Fathers ſteps, be alſo 
caſt off from reigning in England, it.is accarding to Gods 
Law. If be beget a Sonne that is a ſhedder of bloud-- ſball be then live 2 
be ſhall not live, be bath done all: theſe abominations, -be ſoall ſurely 
dye, his bloud ſhall be upon bim, Ezek.18.9--13, by which Lawhe is 
caſt out of this Kingdom,and out of the Land of the living too. 
Thus'Ftbs rooted out murderous-eA hab, and all his race-3: fo 
Jehn ew allthal remained of the heuſe »f Ahabin lezreel, and all lirg 
great men; and*bis Kinſsfolkey and bis Prieſts,' untill he. teſt- none. re= 
taining, 2 King. 10. T1. 1; banod veer hari gt Force 
True it is, Kings were of old Divine, being promiſed of 
Godito Abrabam, Kings ſball come: out of thee, .Gen..17.6,, And 
{ome were by: Gods appointment anoynted Kings, as, Saul, 
ahid/Ppvidi; but of all Kings ſirice» Chriſts deaths it imay be 
nel{tioned, :Z/boſeare alltbeſe 2: For after che, Scepter departed 
ron Shiloh, what man, after Chriſts death, -was'ever Anoyn- 
ted King by'Gods Command? After the Fewes had killed the 
bHire} they ſaid; S0:the inbtrirance ſpall be:ours, Mat.:24..38s; KD 
became ( indeed?) rheirs' byi fotce. of violences becauſe; they; 
ſeized om it, 'not: by: courſe-ofrNature,i Borby inheritance. 
nor\pift;z bur Conqueſt made Kings; Kings indeed were ſu- 
pieanie;!'UV1 ceteris chominibus/ preirent &+ prevacerent;. To: ule 
King fames his-phrafe,'that: they may excell others jjn, doing, 
ſervice to theproplearhvel as being in place aboveithe poeple;; 
netrtorhagnifii heir Name; biittoiminde; Kings of:theld dy+, 
ty; But even Kings, with all their ſupremacie, were all{bus) 


.. Kings ofthis Harld:(:after;Chrift )their Kingdomes,, Kirggomes 


of men, Dan..,4. 37+ beipg.chaſep by: men, as the: Kings, of the 
nos at firſt, Kings of the earth, 2 Chran, 9. 22, 23-4 Fi4e 
, 2 omes 
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domes of this world, Revel. II. 15. They were a»yomm u7ns an 
| . Ordinance of man, 1. Pet. 2. 13. So, changeable they are, as the 
people fee juſt reaſon and cauſe for it, E. Philodem. p..56, al- 
' tering the forme of Government for the ſubſtance ſake, and 
43> preferring the greater before the lefſe ; even Religion. to- 
wards God,and the Liberties of the people,afore the Perſon of 

the King, therein not breaking, but keeping the Covenant, 
| according to the equity thereof ; Vide, the Declaration. of the 
{ ' Army marching into Scotland, wherefore, Toe Kingdomes of this 
{ world are become the Kingdomes of our Lord, and of his Chriſt ; and - 
| IF the Powers that be, doe. not mpatrey, feed the: people, by ru- 
| ling over them, their power ſball be ( likewiſe ) broken, as 

this of England hath been, be the Nations never (ſo angry, Revel. 
11.15-17,18.then no marvell if his ſervants ſerve him, 

The Brazen Serpent in the Wildernefſe was ordained by 
God, but Hezekiab ſeeing it abus'd to Idolatry, beate it to 
powder, threw it into the river, and cald it Nehuſhtan, 2 King. 18. 4. 
and if this State have for his pride and tyrany brought- this 
man dowhe into the duſt of death, and rooted out lf King- 
ſhip afcer him ;' Righteous art thou O. Lord, and upright are thy 
81 Fadgements, Plal-119. 137. when King Amaziab turned from fol- 

| lowing the Lord, they conſpired again#t bim, purſued him to Lachiſh, 
| and ſlew bim there, 2 Chron. 25. 27. 28. no man ever was que- 
ſtioned for ic. Thus that Engliſh King lived like Rebobogm, fol- 
lowing the young mens counſell, fpake roughly, and armed. bimſelſe «- 
gainſt bis owne people, 2 Chron. 10. 13, 14- II. 1, and he dy«d_ 
like Feboram, who reigned wickedly, and dyed witheut beirg defrred 
f4he people,2 Chro,21.19, 20. But he hath received that recon - 
I penite of his errour which was meet ; and loath ſhould I have 
beeu to have raked up the ad-mans bones againe, but in de- 
fence of the living, and of our juſt State, Sad ha; 

It hath been ſaid, Pray for your enemies. | Obz. 7. 
| Yea, we pray for our enemies, in pitty to them, yet not to Anſ, _, 

proſper them, bur that-they may be kept from evil-doing. 
Againe, we muſt diſcerne between our enemies and Chrifts 
enemies, for we may not bid God ſpeed to Chriſts enemies, 
who bring not his Do&rine, Fob. 10. 11, Febeſapbat had this 
warning, Thou ſhouldeſt not love them that hate the Lord, 

SB F 2 Sol : 2 Chrots 
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2 Chron. Lo yea, Davidhared them, that hate God, tight: 
ſore, as < | | 

he often prayed ; Ts them ; Be not merciful, O Lord, towick- 
ed rranſgrefſoure, 


ough they were his enemies, Pſah, 139. 2t, 22, and 


al. 59. 5._or, te ſuch & offend of malicious 
wickedneſſe. Alſo we malt diſcerne between our owne private 
enemies, and the Common enemies of our Country, Omnes 


< mnium Chark ates patria compleFitur,Cicere 3 Offic. Private in- 


rerefts are all comprehended in the Pablick, he deſerves no 
Pitty, who pitties not the Common-wealth, although there 
be a pretence ofpitty to the enemies of our Country. A pub- 
lick ſpirit loves Chriſt afore his Country, and his Country 
above himſelfe; and if above himſelfe, then above the enc- 


'mies of Chriſt, and of his Country much more; alwayes 


preferring his Country, and the welfare of them that love 
Chriſt therein, above the enemies of his Country ( who ever 
they be ) both in our Pcayers and Praiſes, in our Connſels, 
and in all our ſervices of Peace, and Warre : for the King, and 
the Parliament are ©Majores fingulis, yet they are Minores Uni- 


verſis,{ee vox militaris; and as totum univerſum eft majus ſult partibuc. 


* A rotten member muſt not be ſpared, in pitty to the whole ; 
Enſe recidendum eſt, ne pars ſincera trahstur. True it is, in com- 


mon infirmities the rule is, Forgive, andit ſball be forgiven you, 


Luk. 6, 37. for, Love covers a multitude of fins, 1 Pet. 4. 3, In 


crying ſins, and.in criminall caſes, the Law is, T hoy ſbalt mite 


__ themthou ſhalt ages deſtroy them, and ſhalt ſhewv them no favour, 


Deut, 7o 2. In CAaie 
Father, forgive them, they know not what they doe, Luk, 23. 34. But 


Incaſe they offend of malice, we pray againſt our enemies, Let 
death ſeize upon them: let them goe dagpne quicke into bell, for wicked- 


reſje i in their dwellings, avd among(f them, Plal. 55. 15. 
You have power on your ſide, and your profits, by the State, and no 
marvel! you ſpeake for them. | 
Tnever received reward from the State, to ſpeake for them, 


yet I have cauſe in duty,and thankfulneſſe, to ſpeake for them,. 
'Inas much as T have received from them; and if I ſpeake for 
'ther, yet I ſpeake the truth of them. They pur the Jate King 
'todeath, 1. Not privily, as Zimri ſlew bis Maſter, but they 
"brought him forth to his Triall publikely, and legally ; _ 

| 


of ignorance, we prgy for our enemies; 


b 


| he hadany ch 
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ing to ſay in his owne defence, ea 
ſelfe of the Crimes charged againf} himy* '2. Noy dic oy 
chis; ab Zimri flew bis Maſter, in bis drimkenneſſe, « PP erſo 

nne- God, and himfſelfe, 1 King. 16. 9, 10. but they 
did it for his fins againſt the Nation, and this Engliſh people ; 


even as Ring 70/5, who was flaine on his Bed, for cruelty” 


and againſt the Sons: of Fehejiada the Pricft, who 
had anointed him King, 2 Chron. 24, 25, And ag King Amon, 
who was flaine on his Bed by his Servants, for his open Tdo- 
latry, 3 Chron. 33. 21, 22, 23, 24- 3. They put him not to 


death pretending @ jealouſie without cauſe, as Sax! would 


have ſlaine his Sonne Fenathan, for pleading for David, and 
would haye killed David, for that as long as David liveth,. 
nor Jonathan, nor his Kingdome ſhould be eſtabliſhed, r Sam. 
20. 30-33+ 4. Not for ſmel) matters, as the Corinthians went to- 
Law, 1 Cor. 6, 1,2, 5. Not fora ſeerping cauſe, as Say! for 
his raſh vowes fake, would have put Fonathan his Sonne to 
death, had not the people reſcued him, 1 Sam, 14.-24- 27-43, 
445 45+ but ft was fora caufereall, great, open, and mani-- 
feſt ; abreach of Truft, and of his Covenant with his people ;. 
for ſetting up his Scandard, and warring againſt the Parlia- 
ment, who deſired, and endeavoured to puniſh evil-doers, 
whom he favoured. A publike, National} Offence ;. True, I 
doe honour this State, and if mine enemy ſhould write a Beoke 
againſt me for ſo doing, 1 ſhould binde it ts my ſhomlder ; for God' 
hath honoured them, with: many ſaccesfull ViAories over 
their enemies, and with much love of perfons well-affeRed: 
to God, and Chriſt, who alfo doe returne' their honour to- 
God, and to the People that did chufe them, makivg the 
welfare and common good of the People their fapreame Law, 
being true Keepers of the Liberties and peace of the People ; 
and needs muſt I ſpeake, write, and pray for their peace, Let 
them all proſper that love ebem. | 

Touch net mine Ansinted, and doe my Prophets no harme, Pal. 105. 
I4, I5- end bow they dare any man touch, or barme a King? _. 

This queſtion hath been Gf: moved, and as often anſwe- 


red; bur I ſay, it were rather doe avked, 'How dare any man 


touch, or harme his Prophets, ana his People?. which both 


arc. 
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are his anoynted the: e, not to be toutbed or .barmed, no not by 


Kings themſelves; for God reproovertb Kings for their {akes,vere 14. 


For Kingsare not-therefore the Lords:anoynted, out- 
wardly anoynted by men. ** Gleum,eſt tentum ſignum &: judiciam 
Za:Rex. But the Lords prophets and. people wereg inwardly 
anoynted and ſanfified to. be the Lords, wide Geneas motes in 


maxgin; for the Saints in Carift bave this bonoar,  t0-execute ebe 


Judgement written againſt wicked Rulers,with « two edged ſword in 
their bands, - to bind their Kings in chaines;and their Noblesin fetters 
sf iron, Plal.149.6,7;8. - 
Tea, but theſe were Heathen Kings, as it is ſaid, To exectte ven- 
geance on the Heatben,and correfions upon the people, verl. 7. 

What difference between heathens by Nationall profeſſion, 
and heathens by un-chriſtian_converfation? for what do hea- 
thens more then they? In their works they deny bim,Tit,1.16.T bey 
cate up my people, as men eate bread,Pla.53.5-and ſo do theſe Kings 
. who ceaſe to be Chriftian in.their deeds : Yea, and judgements 
are written againſt unchriſtian Kings, as againſt heathen Kings 
and other finfull men ; if yee.ſball dee wickedly, yee ſhall be con- 
ſumed, both yee and your King, 1 Sam-12. alts For, their thus fin- 
ivg, is the caſe of thoſe circumciſed, who became uncircumciſed 3 
forſook the boly Covenant, joyned themſelves to the Heathen, and were 
ſeld to doe miſcheife, In the dayes of Antiochus, 1 Macchab, 1.16. 


Chriſtian Kings in name, turn Heathens, when they break a-. 


fanderall bonds of Nature, Nation, and Religion too. And 
they become puniſhed as heathen Princes be. When Nebuchad- 
nezzar,inhis pride became a beaſt, his own people turned bim out 
among the beaſts, untill be ſhould acknowledge the God of beaven; that 
rules in the Kingdsme of men, and gives it ts whomſoever be pleaſeth, 
Dan, 4.17,18,20,34- - | 


. - the Valiant Commanders , and Watcbfull Souldiers, 
piſt, | 
"N Entle, and contentfull Souldicrs , Tt was an old Queftion 
T of one Hetruſeur,Fbetber a Chriſtian may in any caſe go to war? 
Its anſwered, he may ; for t9 do juſtice and judgement, is more 
acceptable then ſacrifice, Prov.2 ,.3. Andits anſwered by Oforius 
© de Nobitit,Cbriſtianlib.3,, Keſpublica non poſit ſtabiliri, niſi inal 
"s run 
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& rum prefidio,. qui militem vollit, Rempublicam fundites epertit, 
© Chriſftzs politeias non eriput,ſed in melius inflruit, The Common=- 
wealth carinot be ſtabliſhed, unlefle it be guarded with 
Armes. Take away the Souldier,and yee overturne the Com- 
monwealth,Chriſt would not oliſh Civil Governments, but 


| forme them for the better: he neicher tooke the axe from -the- 


Judges; nor did Paul deny tbe ſword to the Magiſtrates; nor did 
Fobn Baptiſt diſarme the Souldiers, but preſcribed them lawes of 
innocency and moderation, Do violence to no man, and be content with- 
your wages, Ly.3.13.yea, Paul cals the Magiſtrate,a Miniſter of God 
to thee for good, thou doing well; and ſaith, be bears ebe ſword roexecute 
wrath upon them tbat doe evill,Rom.13.4,5, | - 
Indeed,it were much to be wiſhed by every Chriftian,that a 1 
men may contain themſelves from doing evil, that there were 
not this occaſion given for puniſhment, & for war;for, thy peo - 
ple ſhalt be all righteous,then thy officers ſhall be peace,8& thine exadors 
riphteouſneſſe, the Lord will haſten it in bis time, Tſa.16,17,21, But: 
fince that time is not yet,and this cannot (yer)be, yee muſt re- 
member, That Nation and Kingdome that will not ſerve thee ( God: 
and his people) ſhall be waſted,v.12.. © impetus boſtium, eſt armis 
© Jepellendus & civium audacia, eſt ferro reprimenda. The boldnefſe- 
of vice, muſt be reprooved with the couragiouſneſſe of vertue.. 
Our fathers of 01d were led by the ſpirit for the rebuking ma- 
Iefa&tors;and we know that vengeance ina private matter be- 


_ comes yalour in the caſe of a Commonwealth. Patience in per- 


ſonall injuryes,does in Nationall wrongs aſſume a magnani--- 
mity invincible, as Joſbuadid ; and it was a fruit oftheir peace 
with God, "When our fathers undertook SanJifima Bella contra: 
ſcelerates, moſt holy wars againſt notorious offenders ; for whax 
peace? ſo long as Jezabels whoredoms,and ber witchcrafts are ſo many? 
2 King.9.22, The end of war upon the-wicked, ſhould be the- 
quietneſſe aud peace of thoſe that are godly and boneft. Humbly acquaint - 
your ſelves with God, and be at peace among your ſelves, Couragi= 


. ouſly follow the Captaine of your ſalvation, patiently carry bis croſſe. 


after him,faithfully commit-1þ- ſafe-keeping of your ſouls in weldg-- 
ing to bim, and let us pray alſo for the peace of Englands Common-- 
wealth. Amen, © | 
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